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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 


TYPHOID PNEUMONIA—ITS TREATMENT, ETC. 
RY ALBAN S. PAYNE, M. D., OF VIRGINIA. 


In searching for the rationale of vital actions or phenomena in dis- 
ease as well as in health, we believe with those who deem it necessary 
to begin with the nervous system, the only parts ofthe body, within 
our knowledge, which originate, carry forward and control action. 
Nerves first affected, then necessarily follows the affection of the vital 
actions or functions dependent on nerves. Inother words, it is our 
opinion that the poison of miasmata acts primarily on the nerves, and 
through them secondarily on the sanguiferous system, producing a 
blood poison. 

The first visible change in inflamed parts is allowed by all to be re- 
laxation of the capillaries of the part inflamed, but there must be pre- 
viously to this relaxation, an injury to the nerves supplying these ves- 
sels, for when there is a loss of action (tonic contractions), there must 
be a loss of nervous power, and in cases of inflammation not ending in 
resolution, the loss of nervous power is so great that disorganization 
ensues, followed by suppuration or death of the whole of the part in- 
flamed. In fevers we have the same phenomena, but the capillary 
relaxation is general, and less in degree. We trust that every practi- 
tioner at this day is informed of the existence of two almost independ- 
ently acting systems of nerves, called the ‘‘cerebro-spinal” and the 
‘‘ganglionic,” or ‘‘organic nerves”; the former, capable of thought, 
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sensation and voluntary motion; and the latter, presiding over the 
functions of organic life. All the functions of the organism are per- 
formed through the agency of the capillaries; hence the par vagum, 
or great sympathetic, is the nerve of the capillaries, and hence itis this 
nerve which is primarily injured in all inflammations and fevers. And 
we believe thatin all sthenic inflammations and inflammatory idiopa- 
thic fevers it is this nerve alone; whilst asthenic ortyphoid diseases of 
every grade have superadded a similar affection of the cerebro-spinal 
system. We also believe that irritation is often charged to the door of 
inflammation, and whilst venesection is beneficial in inflammation, it is 
equally prejudicial in irritations. 

Dr. Hasbrouch very sensibly says: ‘‘ As a general fact, inflamma- 
tion of serous tissues excites more than inflammation of the cellular or 
parenchymatous structures, and inflammation of these more than that 
ofthe mucous. Acute inflammation of the ligaments and periosteum 
often causes intense general excitement. As a general fact, too, cases 
of the highest excitement admit safely of a higher grade of vascular 
action than those in which it is more moderate; or in other words, the 
force of the heart’s action, judged by the pulse, will need to be reduced 
lower in inflammations of some tissues and organs than in others, A 
pulse, for instance, which might be allowable in pleuritis would demand 
bleeding in pneumonia, or bronchitis, and decidedly so in muco- 
enteritis, or dysentery. We would reduce the pulse lower in inflamma- 
tion of the brain than in that of the lungs, or liver.” 

But why this difference, if bleeding be practiced solely to bring 
within a certain limit the heart’s visa tergo? Why will a certain force 
in the heart inject seriously the capillaries of one organ and not of ano- 
ther—of the mucous tissue and not of the serous? We can explain the 
fact in no other way than by supposing that some organs and tissues are 
naturally more lax, and the capillaries more easily distended than they 
are in others. 

We have often heard teachers of medicine and others speak of bleed- 
ing in connection with puerperal peritonitis, phrenitis, pericarditis 
(when it could be ascertained to exist) and iritis, as if alone it could: 
arrest the inflammation, and the more blood was drawn the surer was 
the cure. It was not understood that we can bleed our patients into, 
as well as out of inflammations, and even apoplexies. Supposing we 
have a case of acute meningitis, idiopathic, or following an injury, 
with the unusually accompanying high vascular excitement, and we 
bleed and bleed again, until the pulse sinks down to or below the stand- 
ard of health, and the inflammation be unsubdued. We apply cold to 
the head, or blisters to the neck. ‘The bowels move freely, and the 
patient takes antimony, but still the pain, or delirium, the heat, intole-, 
rance of light and noise, are the same. Here isa vital organ diseased ;. 
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must we bleed again? If we do we shall increase the inflammatory 
congestion, by adding a general relaxation to a local one, and thus kill 
-our patient. 

We said it was not understood that we could bleed patients into as 
well as out of inflammation, or that the opposite states of repletion and 
depletion tended to the same results. ‘There is no fact in medicine 
better established now; and so nearly do the symptoms of exhaustion 
simulate those of sthenia, that it requires great care and sound discri- 
minating judgment to make out the true diagnosis. We are sure that 
nothing in our experience has been more difficult than to determine, in 
some cases of fever following confinement, where there has been severe | 
abdominal pain, and tenderness on pressure, or a violent headache 
with ringing of the ears, flushed face, etc., whether these symptoms 
were caused by a veritable acute peritonitis, or phrenitis, demanding, 
of course, venesection ; or by morbid sensibility of the nerves, the result 
of too great loss of blood, and requiring opium and tonic. Cases are 
not unfrequently met with of acute sthenic inflammation, with a small 
and feeble pulse, in which bleeding is quite as necessary as it is in the 
more ordinary forms, which are attended with great excitement and a 
bounding pulse. A person, for instance, is seized in the midst of ap- 
parent health with a chill or chilliness followed by headache, pain in 
the back and limbs, irregular heat of surface, a sense of oppression and 
-debility, and an apparently feeble and frequent pulse. He may have 
pneumonia, without pain or cough, or he may have inflammation of 
-some other part, without the usual symptoms which are dependent 
upon the nerves of sensation. This is a case of inflammation (injury 
to the nervous system and subsequent capillary relaxation), which, in 
its origin stands more nearly related to some general constitutional pe- 
culiarity or depravity of nervous function, than ordinary acute inflam- 
mations do; and which, in its sympathetic effects upon the general 
nervous apparatus, either through the previously depraved condition of 
the general functions, or from the local force this constituttonal condi- 
tion gives it, overwhelms innervation to an extent that produces 
-general inaction and consequent congestion. Bleeding is called for in 
this'state of the system, but it is not evidenced by the pulse and excite- 
ment, but by the circumstances of the attack. And it is called for, 
not to prevent the heart’s increased action from keeping up a disten- 
sion of the capillaries of the inflamed part, for no such increased action 
exists, but to unload the whole vascular system, even the heart itself. 
Extensive, or intense inflammation of vital organs will also sometimes 
produce this depressed or overwhelmed condition of the constitution. 
Allowing, then, for all these modifications of sthenic excitement, and 
for the occasional exceptional cases of depression occurring in some. 
peculiar conditions of the general system, or in some severe inflamma- 
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tions of vital organs, it will be proper to say that the pulse is the guide 
in the use of the lancet. The force of the pulse reduced to a point 
which tells that the heart’s unnatural forcing power upon the capillaries: 
is removed, and we will have accomplished all that bleeding ever can 
accomplish. But in asthenic diseases we should recollect we have 
an entirely different state of things. 

We have already stated, that in our view, diseases of the sthenic or 
inflammatory type have their origin in lesion of the organic system of 
nerves alone, whilst those of the asthenic or typhoid type have super- 
added a similar lesion of the cerebro-spinal system. If the lesion be 
local at first, it is propagated by sympathy; if general, as in fevers, it 
is produced by immediate impression. Let us see how the symptoms: 
will bear us out in this opinion. In sthenic diseases we have anorexia,. 
white tongue, torpid bowels, hot skin, scanty urine, etc., all evi-- 
dences of impaired functions of the organic system, whilst thought, 
sensation and voluntary motion, functions of the cerebro-spinal nerves, 
are comparatively unaffected. High excitement (exalted action, the 
opposite of that paralyzed condition which destroys functions and ori- 
ginates disease) may cause delirium and even convulsions; but ordina- 
rily the eye has the expression of health (perhaps a little brightened by 
the excitement), the perceptions are clear, the muscular strength una- 
bated, and the heart beats with more than its usual force. In asthenia, 
although we have an increase of the derangement of the secretions, the: 
prominent diagnostics of this condition consists in the heavy eye, op- 
pressed intellect, subdued muscular power and feeble pulse ; and closely 
connected with these is a deteriorated state of the blood. 

‘* At different times in the history of medicine this fact has given 
rise to the humoral pathology, many of the symptoms of typhus and of 
some chronic diseases, seeming to be inexplicable, without taking into 
consideration the attendant deteriorated condition of the circulating 
fluids.” 

But blood cannot become deteriorated without a previous failure of 
the functions of the nerves which preside over its formation. What 
part or parts of the body perform this function? Where is the food 
converted? And what converts it into blood? Professor Meigs says : 
‘In the heart and blood vessels, and by their lining membane.” The 
heart is a muscular organ of great power, and most anatomists and 
physiologists teach that the arteries have a muscular coat, and hence 
both must be supplied with motor nerves. We know that the heart is 
thus supplied. And always when this supply is greatest in any organ, 
the organic nerves seem more dependent upon them than on other 
parts for their proper capabilities. In paralysis, nutrition is deficient 
and the muscles waste. This, then, isthe explanation of the typhoid 
diathesis of the essential nature of typhus. Lesions of the cerebro-- 
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‘spinal system, added to a similar lesion of the ganglionic, and embra- 
cing that important function of the system, the generation of blood. 
And that this function is deranged, whether situated in the endangium, 
:as Professor Meigs terms it, or not, is proved, not only by the known 
impure state of the blood in these diseases, but by the inability of the 
‘system to supply promptly any loss that may be produced spontaneously 
or by venesection. The system in health has always a superabundance 
of adipose tissues from which support is drawn, in case the digestion 
of food becomes impaired, as in all acute affections. Hence in acute 
inflammatory affections, we bleed, and repeat it again and again, and 
still find a new supply ; but emaciation progresses rapidly. Not so in 
‘typhoid : the least blood abstracted seems to be so much lost; nor can 
we increase the supply by stimulation; for blood cannot be made, or 
but slowly, and emaciation progresses equally slowly. It is often 
scarcely observable until convalescence commences, or until after pre- 
tracted illness. Now, a priori, we should suppose that diseases which 
cut off the supply of blood to the system, would not be those to be 
relieved by the abstraction of any portion of it, and upon which the 
‘system has solely to depend. And this is a fact proved by all exper- 
ience. Cases occasionally occur which simulate those of oppression in 
‘sthenia already mentioned, where in the premonitory stage the quan- 
tity of blood has not been reduced to the diminished demand for it, and 
where, by its excess, life is immediately endangered by congestion 
which will be benefitted by a cautious bleeding. In the progress of 
the disease too, if it be fever, a superimposed inflammation of some 
vital organ may, by its congestive or overwhelming effects upon the 
nervous system, produce the same effect, and the system has enough of 
the vital current left to admit of a topical abstraction. But these are 
exceptions, and the general fact remains, that typhoid diseases will not 
tolerate bleeding. Removing the injecting force of the heart (if it 
exists) will notrelieve the capillaries, because the source of their power, 
the whole nervous system, is almost paralized, and left so by a corrup- 
ted condition of the blood, the result of disease of the blood-making 
function. But the excited state of the circulation in these diseases is 
without strength. The pulse is always compressible, which shows 
that the heart’s power is diminished rather than increased as it 
is in asthenia, and that it cannot exert any injurious propulsive 
force. That the heart is weakened, and that this weakness is con- 
nected with some affection of the organ, aiid that the state of the 
blood corresponds with the affection, is proved by the heart’s softened 
condition in extreme cases. Dr. Latham says: ‘‘There is softening 
-of the heart which belongs to fevers of a typhoid type, when the mass 
of blood becomes loose and black, and uncoagulable, as if some foreign 
ingredient or some force had operated on it so as to change its chemical 
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affinities, and destroy for the time its natural properties as blood.” 

Now do not these facts go far to prove that the making of blood is im 
some important manner connected with the heart? We think they do. 
And this admitted, we think that there can be no doubt of the correct- 
ness of our views of the essential nature of typhoid diseases. It is pos-- 
sible that the portion of the organic nerves which supplies the heart and. 
its lining membranes, as also that of the arteries, and which, as we 
assume, presides over the blood-making function, should be primarily 
affected, and that the affection of the rest of the organic system, and the 
cerebro-spinal nerves also, should be secondary, as the result of im-: 
poverished or deteriorated blood. But how, if this be the case, can we 
account for the comparative immunity of the cerebro-spinal system in 
sthenic diseases in which all the secretions are deranged, implying 
an affection of the whole ganglionic system, and which should take in 
the lining ofthe heart as well as that of the stomach and intestines; un- 
less the capillaries of the former hold that more intimate functional re- 
lation with the cerebro-spinal system, which we suppose they do. 

And admitting this relation as the cause of this immunity in sthenia, 
brings us back to the cerebro-spinal lesion as the primary step in as- 
thenia. 

The mechanism of the human frame is too wonderfully, too fearfully 
made, to run one hour, much less for three score years and ten, by 
guess work or by chance. This being so, I hold that a certain given 
quantity of blood must be thrown through the brain and its meninges. 
by the‘heart in a certain given number of seconds, and any departure 
from this is necessarily a departure from a physiological state to a pa- 
thological condition, and is always evidenced by a certain train of pro-- 
dromata. The patent fact being ignored, that /0o Uitt/e blood circulating 
through the brain and its appendage in a given number of seconds, as. 
surely produces delirium as does too much blood circulating through 
the same parts in a given time, the ‘‘delirium”, only differing in 
character ; too much blood thrown with increased force, producing a 
fierce, active delirium, as in congestions of the meninges of the brain, 
whilst “00 Uittle blood circulating with enfeebled force gives rise to a low, 
muttering, wandering sort of delirium, such as is witnessed in typhoid 
fever and typhoid pneumonia; the first to be controlled, moderated, 
brought down by depletants; the latter to be built up and equally bene- 
fitted by stimulants to be exhibited in full doses. I am sorry to say I 


have seen ice applied to_ the head in cases of typhoid diseases, when 
there was already “oo Uittle blood circulating through the brain; and I 
always saw the case terminate fatally when this was done. In active 
delirium, no remedial agent is, in my opinion, better than bladders of 
ice; but in low, muttering delirium it is necessarily fatal, for it drives. 
away from the brain the scanty supply of blood it is fed upon. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM IN THREATENED 
ABORTION AND IN MENORRHAGIA. 


BY D. B. NISBET, M. D., OF GEORGIA. 


I send you report of two cases in which tincture viburnum was used 
with success; you can publish same if you deem it necessary. 

Case 1st. On September 23d, 1878, I was summoned in haste to 
see Morilla , a colored woman about 32 years old, who had re- 
ceived a wound from a fall. On reaching her home I learned that 
patient, while attempting to replace a rope in a well whirl, had fallen 
from the well upon the sharp-ragged edge of a rail which was driven in 
the ground near by, with one end protruding, makfhg a wound about 
five inches long, just above pubes, penetrating as far as the muscles of 
the abdomen. The woman being somewhat advanced in pregnancy, 
the fall brought on strong labor pains. : 

After dressing the wound with ligature and adhesive strips, I made 
examination per vaginam, found the os considerably dilated, pains con- 
tinuing regularly. I gave her: 


with direction to take the same quantity if the pains did no cease in 
one hour. 

Calling two or three hours after, I found the patient resting very 
quietly, with pains relieved. Woman recoverd, and will soon be con- 
fined. 

Case 2d, The next case was a case of menorrhagia (excessive mens- 
truation), in which the various preparations of iron, ergot, etc., were 
used without relief. I finally put patient on a teaspoonful tinct. vi- 
burnum, beginning with the medicine two days before her period. 
Flow was considerably diminished. Ordered her to repeat same at her 
next period, which she did with marked relief. Patient was a married 
woman ; had been married two years; no children. After taking the 
viburnum a second time she became pregnant and will soon have 
reached full term. 

The medicine acts,no doubt, asa uterine sedative, but I cannot explain 
the action. I would be very glad if I could see something in reference 
to itin your valuable journal. 





TREATMENT OF CHRONIC TRIGEMINAL NEURALGIA. 


Dr. E. C. Seguin reported three cases of chronic trigeminal neu- 
ralgia which were cured by medicinal treatment. 

Dr. Grey inquired whether any member had tried the galvanic cur- 
rent in the treatment of trigeminal neuraigia. He referred to a case 
reported by Niemeyer, in which cure was effected by the use of the 
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galvanic current after all other known means had failed; and also to a 
case under his own care, in which violent neuralgia of the thigh was re- 
lieved by the same means and under like circumstances. 

Dr. Kinnicutt remarked that he had employed the galvanic current 
in the treatment of acute cases of trigeminal neuralgia, and that relief 
had been afforded, but it was only temporary. 

Dr. Seguin remarked that the galvanic current was a measure which 
should be used more than it was, but there were practical difficulties 
which to a very great extent rendered it unavailable. It was rare that 
the physician could spare the necessary time, or the patient meet the 
necessary expense attending that method of treatment. 

Dr. Spitzka remarked that heretofore, in cases of trigeminal neural- 
gia, when he had not been able to discover indications for treatment 
arising from reflex causes, or central disease, or constitutional phases, 
he had told his patients that he could do nothing for them whatever; 
but, from the results obtained in the cases reported, he should be en- 
couraged to adopt the plan recommended by Dr. Seguin. He then 
asked the following questions : 

1. What were the indications for the use of aconitia in the treat- 
ment of cases of trigeminal neuralgia? 

2. Why was the term epileptiform used in connection with one of 
the cases reported ? 

3. Should not the diplopia, the unequal pupils, the loss of memory 
in one case, be regarded as symptoms pointing to some general central 
disease ? 

With reference to his own experience in the use of aconitia in other 
painful affections, pushing the remedy until its physiological effects were 
produced had seemed to be a rather dangerous procedure in some 
patients. 

In one case he had pushed the remedy so that it simply produced a 
slight tingling, and had not strong measures been resorted to the case 
would have terminated fatally. 

Dr. Seguin in reply stated: 

1. That he knew of no special condition which indicated the use of 
aconitia. 

2. He uses the term epileptiform because it best described the sud- 
denness with which the attacks came on. 

3. He did not believe the patient referred to had any central dis- 
ease, for he had tested him in every direction with the view to such 
discovery, and had found nothing. 

With reference to impairment of memory, it could be reasonably ex- 
pected that the memory of a man who for ten years had suffered untold 
agony, might be affected. 

The contracted pupil was upon the same side with the pain, and was 
due probably to simple irritation of the trigeminus. 

The diplopia was present only while the patient was taking medicine. 

Dr. Kinnicutt remarked that he was induced to use ergot in the 
treatment of one case of trigeminal neuralgia of eight years’ standing, 
because the nitrite of amyl always produced bad effects. The results 
obtained by the use of the ergot, given in doses of one drachm and a 
half of the aqueous extract in the course of twenty-four hours, had been 
favorable. 

Dr. G. M. Beard remarked that the conclusions arrived at by the 
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author of the paper harmonized with his own convictions regarding the 
use of powerful remedies and pushing them until marked physiological 
effects were produced. The idea was old, it was true, and there had 
also been a reaction against it which had been carried too far. The 
principle was illustrated in the treatment of syphilis and other diseases 
in which the best results were obtained by producing the physiological 
effects of powerful drugs. 

With regard to the use of electricity in the treatment of the disease 
under consideration, judging from his own experience, the prognosis 
certainly was very bad, while in the treatment of ordinary trigeminal 
neuralgia the prognosis was very good. He had no recollection of 
ever having cured a case of epileptiform neuralgia by the use of elec- 
tricity. Hehad not been able to confirm the German case referred to, 
and regarded the result obtained there as an exception, the like of which 
might not be seen ina thousand years to come. Such was not the 
fact, however, with reference to ordinary trigeminal neuralgia. 

Dr. Beard thought all would agree that neuralgia was only a symp- 
tom, and that when twenty cases were treated, we might in reality be 
treating twenty different diseases. Therefore it was not safe to gene- 
ralize with reference to the action of any special remedy. 

With reference to the use of gelseminum, his custom was to begin 
with doses of from three to five drops, and gradually increase. If no 
idiosyncrasy was discovered, he ceased to fear the ill effects of the 
remedy, and did not hesitate to push its administration to full doses. 

Dr. Seguin wished to record his favorable experience in the use of 
phosphorus in the treatment of ordinary trigeminal neuralgia. He had 
obtained more satisfactory results from its use than from the use of gel- 
seminum. 

Dr. Grey remarked that he had been made aware of the danger of 
pushing powerful remedies until they produce their full physiological 
effects, and referred to cases of chorea, in which he had seen dangerous 
symptoms produced by the use of arsenic. 

Dr. Shaw shared in the opinion that pushing remedies until they 
produced full physiological effects was the true method for obtaining 
the most satisfactory results in the treatment of many diseases. 

Dr. McBride directed attention to the importance of determining that 
no cardiac disease was present in cases which were to be treated by the 
use of aconitia.—Veurological Society Reports.—N. Y. Med. Record. 





THE CURE OF SCIATICA AND VIOLENT NEURALGIA 
BY HYPODERMIC INJECTIONS OF ETHER. 


BY C. G. COMEGS, M.D. 


In your number of July 6, z/#mo, I published some cures of sciatica 
by subcutaneous injections of ether. 

In two or three instances I have had occasion to prove its efficacy 
since that time; and now will briefly state the successful use of ether by 
a well-known physician of Ottawa, Illinois. He saw the article in the 
Pharmaceutical News copied from your journal, and wrote to me Nov. 
7th, stating that, ‘‘I have suffered for two months with acute sciatica 
in the right hip and leg. I am only able to walk with a crutch, and 
still suffer much pain especially at night; but I have not contracted the 
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‘opium habit.’ I have used all the usual remedies including colchicum, 
iodide of potassium, quinine, electricity, hypodermic injections of mor- 
phia, atropine, cupping, etc. I think my case is like that of the Ken- 
tuckian which you detailed. I have been temperate, always healthy 
and engaged in active practice for twenty-five years in this place—have 
never been sick, until this terrible calamity overtook me. I came of a 
rheumatic family, but have never had an acute attack.” 

In a letter to me dated December 25th, he says: 

‘‘Immediately after receiving your letter, I went to my brother, a 
physician of Aurora, for treatment by ether injections. He used it ac- 
cording to your directions, inserting it back of the great trochanter of 
the right thigh ; using 20 drops the first time, 25 the second, and then 30: 
drops, or a syringe full night and morning for two days longer, three 
days in all. It caused great pain for a few moments only, and I dis- 
tinctly tasted it in my mouth. This was followed by an abatement of 
the pain; but I received no other immediate relief; I was still hopping 
and using my cane to lean upon. I used no more injections for fear 
of ulcers or other local lesion (which did not follow, however), and I 
waited, growing gradually better every day, until now I feel about 
as well as ever, do not use my cane, and am visiting patients as usual ; 
taking a little care of myself and not answering night calls. Some har- 
dening of -the cellular tissue followed the injections, but they have 
about disappeared.” 

I have had recently a violent case of neuralgia of the branch of the 
circumflex nerve of the right shoulder, as it accompanies the long head 
of the biceps into the joint. Before I saw the patient he had taken a 
free dose of morphia, and was so much prostrated by it that he had sent 
hastily in the night for a physician next door. At first when I saw him 
I used locally, water as hot as could be borne, which gave much relief; 
at the same time I gave 15 grs. of quinine night and morning with an 
ounce of whisky every three hours. Great alleviation followed this 
treatment, but no cure. Then after three days, I injected 30 drops of 
ether with the promptest relief. I followed it up twice more, at inter- 
vals of twelve hours, with complete success; my patient resuming his 
business after a confinement of six days, and has had no relapse. 

The injections were made over the deltoid muscle on the line of 
tendon of the biceps. Neuralgia of the circumflex is often intensely 
severe in those cases of inebriation whether of the alcoholic or opiate 
character, where we cut off suddenly and completely the stimulant: as 
great suffering as I have ever witnessed has been in such cases ; but an 
acute case of neuralgia of the circumflex of the shoulder, I have never 
seen but once, besides the case described above. 

I would have no hesitation now in using in such cases, without 
delay, the hypodermic injections of ether. 

From the anatomical relations of the circumflex nerve, we would be 
justified in believing that a rheumatismal affection of the fibrous tissues 
about the track of the tendon of the biceps would, by pressure, cause 
the great suffering of the nerve, but in these cases there are no other 
manifestations of rheumatism and no fever, so, as I think, it is not ne- 
cessary to use any constitutional treatment, but simply the local appli- 
cation of ether. 

I think it may now be considered as a settled fact that the use of 
ether hypodermically, is a safe, speedy and certain re/ief for sciatica, 
tic douloureux, coccydinia, etc.—Lancet and Clinic. 
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ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CAUSTICS. 


[AN EXTRACT OF A CLINICAL LECTURE,] 


BY DAVID W. YANDELL, M.D., 
Professor of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, University of Louisville. 


Gentlemen : You have heard in a previous part of this course that 
caustics, so-called, are neither all of equal value nor of equal applicabi- 
lity in practice. In selecting a caustic, therefore, let your choice de- 
pend mainly on the work you propose to set it to do. What will fulfil 
all your expectations in one case may quite disappoint you in another ; 
and yet the fault shall lie not with the caustic but with yourself—you 
having failed to select the right one, the one suited to that particular 
case. At many of our meetings you see me use one at least of half a 
dozen caustics which you will observe arranged on the surgical tray. 
Recently you witnessed me apply a hot iron to a bleeding surface. The 
wound was deep in the upper jaw; the blood oozed rather than ran from 
a number of small vessels; the simpler hemostatic means had failed, and 
of all agents the actual cautery was both the handiest and the most effect- 
ive for this kind of hemorrhag2 in this particular locality. ‘The same day 
you saw me destroy an old and ill-conditioned ulcer in the groin, follow- 
ing a bubo, with the Vienna paste. Every little while you have the op- 
portunity to see me touch, and sometimes yourselves to touch, chancroids 
with the fuming nitricacid. This morning, after making a ghastly wound 
in order to remove an epithelioma from the side of a man’s neck, I 
mopped the entire surface of the cut with a solution of chloride of zinc. 
Quite a number of times you have witnessed the application of pure car- 
bolic acid to small surfaces of disease on different parts of the face. 
Now, the reason for varying the caustic in these different conditions is 
to be sought in the conditions themselves. Of the several agents I 
have mentioned, each, as I have remarked, is a valuable servant in its 
way. Neither possesses all the virtues nor all the drawbacks of the 
other. The hot iron was the easiest of application, as well as the most 
efficient for the arrest of oozing of blood consequent upon crushing 
through a diseased jawbone with a pair of forceps. Nitric acid is the 
handiest, the neatest, and altogether, I think, the best caustic for de- 
stroying chancroids. I don’t say that the Vienna paste is better than 
any other agent for burning refractory ulcers in the groin, but I do say 
it is qdite as good. ‘The solution of chloride of zinc is generally they 
ceded to be the most efficient application to surfaces, especially if con- 
be extensive, from which cancerous or suspicious tumors have been 
removed. It is thought to destroy with greater certainty than any 
other agent any parts of such growths as have escaped the knife. It 
has the advantages of being cheap, manageable and of easy application. 
It was a great favorite with my lamented friend, the late Prof. Bayless. 
I remember once seeing him apply it to the seat of an enormous ence- 
phaloid tumor, which he had removed from the abdominal walls of a 
woman. The wound healed quickly, and the disease did not return 
for four years after. It fell to me to do the second operation, but both 
the knife and the zinc this time proved unavailing—the wound did not 
heal, and the patient died. Carbolic acid has, in my hands, been all 
that I could desire for checking and causing to heal the small ulcerated 
surfaces which appear at times on the faces, particularly of persons who 
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have light or sandy hair and very thin skins, and are haunted by the 
dread of cancer. To touch these little sores with the pure carbolic 
acid, which makes a white eschar, then to wait until this eschar falls 
off, and apply the acid a second or a third time, as the case may be, 
will usually cause the spots to heal. I have a patient, living now in 
Indianapolis, whose face is quite checkered with the white cicatrices 
denoting the seat of former sores. I have destroyed a number of small 
superficial neevi by the same agent. 

To-morrow I shall attack, with yet a different caustic from any I 
have named, an epithelioma situated immediately over the malar bone. 
This agent, although not altogether new, has failed to attract, in our 
country at least, the attention which in my opinion its real merits fairly 
deserve. After a somewhat extensive trial, I feel warranted in saying 
that I am acquainted with nothing of this class which, in proper cases, 
is so efficient or trustworthy. It has quite a curious history, not unlike 
that of Ward’s paste, which has enjoyed such reputation in the treat: 
ment of hemorrhoids. It, like the paste of the English charlatan, was 
purchased also from a quack. ‘This time not by a vote of Parliament, 
but by Dr. Bell, an English physician visiting Paris, from Michel, a 
French charlatan who was plying his avocation there. The price paid 
was twenty-five thousand francs. Michel, it seems, used it for the des- 
truction of external tumors generally, and declared that it was equal to 
the removal of almost any malignant tumor which was so situated that 
the paste could be applied. He daily attacked such malignant growths 
of the breast as were detached and solitary, and where the submaxil- 
lary glands were not involved, whether open or not, this making, as he 
asserted, no difference. 

In dealing with tumors, the size say of a hen’s egg, Michel laid the 
paste on the surface to the thickness of half an inch. This was followed 
by a rapid destruction of the tissues, which, the Frenchman says, is 
unaccompanied by pain after the first half hour or so. An oozing of 
clear watery fluid occurs, which is to be carefully sopped up. In 
twelve or fifteen hours the paste is to be removed, and a fresh applica- 
tion made. ‘This is allowed to remain on for about the same length of 
time, when the work of the caustic is regarded as complete. The 
paste is wiped off, and the excavation treated as a simple sore. I have 
not followed these directions to the letter; but more of that presently. 

When Dr. Bell became possessor of the secret, he found he had paid 
quite a round sum for a compound of strong sulphuric acid and finely 
powdered asbestos—three parts by weight of the former to one of the 
latter, thoroughly rubbed into a paste. I need not tell you that both 
these substances have been known to us all for a great while. It is 
perhaps, however, fair to Michel, the charlatan, to say that the merit of 
combining them for the purpose of making a caustic really belongs to 
him. Ward’s celebrated paste, you remember, consisted of the simple 

confection of pepper, an officinal preparation of the earliest dispensa- 
tory. Dr. Bell, with that old-fashioned honesty and liberality which is 
so characteristic of our English progenitors, made public the formula 
of the French quack’s paste, which, excepting the inert matter of the 
asbestos, is identical with the carbo-sulphuric paste so much used by 
Ricord in the treatment of venereal sores. Dr. Bell’s revelation soon 
found its way to this country, and, seeing it, I determined to put the 
paste on trial. No druggist in this city had the powdered asbestos, 
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but Dr. Davis, one of the teachers in the School of Pharmacy here, 
suggested that the French soapstone was chemically identical with the 
asbestos, whereupon a paste was made of it and the acid. From that 
time until now I have used this combination. It is applied in the same 
way with the Vienna paste, the thickness of the layer depending upon 
the amount of tissue it is desired to destroy, varying, say from one-eighth 
to four-eighths of an inch in depth. It is spread upon the diseased 
surface with a small wooden spatula, or with the blade ofa knife. It 
dries at the end of a few hours, the time varying with the depth of the 
layer and the amount of blood which oozes during its application. 
When used on a large surface, it gives rise to considerable and prolon- 
ged suffering, so much indeed that I seldom deny to the patient some 
anesthetic. The paste should always be freshly-made. I rarely keep 
itan hour. Like the Paris plaster it is best to apply it on a dry day, 
lest, as you will be told in another room, the great affinity of the acid 
for the water, causing it to absorb the moisture from the atmosphere, 
should lessen the power of the paste. For fear it should run upon the 
surrounding healthy parts, it is well to encircle the portion which you 
intend to destroy either with a good layer of tallow or collodion or 
adhesive plaster. The patient must endure the pain which succeeds 
upon his recovery from anesthesia as best he may, unless it be so 
severe as, in your opinion, to call for an opiate. I have had patients 
tell me that they suffered for half a day. The paste when dry remains, 
unless colored by blood, a brownish white. It adheres for a varying 
length of time; the longer it does so, the more thorough does it prove 
its application to be, and the better for the patient, since the work of 
repair goes on undisturbed beneath it. When it falls off, or grows 
loose and is removed, the sore is found, in the more fortunate cases, to 
be healthy, when simple dressing only will be required till cicatrization 
is complete. Should the ulcer, on the other hand, not present a satis- 
factory appearance, the paste must be re-applied. 

I could tell you of many quite striking cures of both lupus devorans 
and epithelioma which the Frenchman’s caustic has accomplished in 
my hands ; but two must suffice for the present. 

A gentleman from a distant part of this state, with an epithelioma in- 
volving almost the whole of his lower lip, came to me, now four years 
ago. I destroyed the diseased parts most thoroughly by the paste. To 
do this involved the loss of the entire lip. Several applications were 
required. The patient recovered in good time, and has remained well. 

He covers his disfigurement with a large moustache, and prevents 
drooling by wearing a piece of lint where his liponce was. Ifthe choice 
of means of cure had been left in this case to me, I should have selected 
the knife; but the patient would not hear to this, and I was driven to 
the paste. Iam sure he suffered more than he would have done if he 
had allowed me to use the quicker means, but the final result would 
have been no better, perhaps not so good. 

A lady, who had a lupus covering the whole of one cheek, had tried 
three different caustic applications for its relief. The sulphuric-acid 
paste thickly spread over the diseased surface effected a complete cure 
inamonth. She has remained well for three years. 

When you return to your homes and meet with cases of lupus and 
epithelioma, and your minds turn to caustics for their relief, please re- 
member the estimate I place upon Michel’s paste in these affections— 
the only ones in which I have used it.—Zouis. Med. News. 
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All are anxious to do this, but few know how effectually to do so, 
and many never think of the matter till failing eye-sight warns them 
that it is absolutely necessary. By the latter the following suggestions 
will be read with interest. 

The sight in most persons begins to fail from forty to fifty years of 
age, as is evidenced by an instinctive preference of large print; a seat 
near the window for reading is selected; there is an effort to place the 
paper at a convenient distance from the eye, or to turn it so as to get a 
particular reflection of the light; next the finger begins to be placed 
under the line read, and there is a winking of the eye as if to clear it, 
or a looking away at some distant object to rest it; or the fingers are 
pressed over the closed lids in the direction of the nose, to remove the 
surplus tears caused by straining. 

Favor the failing sight as much as possible. Looking into a bright 
fire, especially a coal fire, is very injurious to the eyes. Looking at 
molten iron will soon destroy the sight; reading in the twilight is in- 
jurious to the eyes, as they are obliged to make great exertion. 
Reading or sewing with a side light injures the eye, as both eyes should 
be exposed to an equal degree of light. The reason is, the sympathy 
between the eyes is so great that if the pupil of one is dilated by being 
kept partially in the shade, the one that is most exposed cannot con- 
tract itself sufficiently for protection, and will ultimately be injured. 
‘Those who wish. to preserve their sight should observe the following 
rules, and preserve their general health by correct habit : 

1st. By sitting in such a position as will allow the light to fall ob- 
liquely over the shoulder upon the page or sewing. 

2d. By not using the eyes for such purposes by any artificial light. 

3d. By avoiding the special use of the eyes in the morning before 
breakfast. 

4th. By resting them for half a minute or so, while reading or 
sewing, or looking at small objects; and by looking at things at a dis- 
tance, or up to the sky; relief is immediately felt by so doing. 

5th. Never pick any collected matter from the eyelashes or corners 
of the eyes with the finger-nails; rather moisten it with the saliva and 
rub it away with the ball of the finger. 

6th. Frequently pass the ball of the finger over the closed eyelids 
towards the nose; this carries off any excess of water into the nose 
itself by means of the little canal which leads into the nostrils from each 
inner corner of the eye, this canal having a tendency to close up in 
consequence of the slight inflammation which attends weakness of the 
eyes. 

7th. Keep the feet always dry and warm, so as to draw any excess 
of blood from the other end of the body. 

8th. Use eye-glasses at first carried in the vest-pocket attached to a 
guard, for they are instantly adjusted to the eye with very little trouble, 
whereas, if common spectacles are used, such a process is required to 
get them ready, that to save trouble, the eyes are often strained to 
answer a purpose. 

gth. Wash the eyes abundantly every morning. If cold water is 
used, let it be flapped against the closed eyes with the’ fingers, not 
striking hard against the balls of the eyes. 
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roth. The moment the eyes feel tired; the very moment you are 
conscious of an effort to read or sew, lay aside the book or needle, and 
take a walk for an hour, or employ yourself in some active exercise not 
requiring the close use of the eyes.—Monthly Magazine of Pharmacy. 





OPIUM IN PERITONITIS. 


BY R. M. HAND, M.D., OF SHUBUTA, MISS. 


No one can now claim originality in the mere use of opium in peri- 
tonitis, for it has been employed to alleviate the pain of this disease 
from time immemorial, and latterly has been more or less depended on, 
in combination with other remedial agents, as a curative agent; but I 
wish to relate two cases, one of idiopathic and one of puerperal peri- 
tonitis, in which opium alone, in very large doses, was used with the 
most satisfactory results. 

The first case I saw on the 25th of September, 1875; the patient 
was a large, robust man, about thirty years of age. I immediately 
commenced administering full doses of opium, two grains every two 
hours. This producing no sensible effect, I gradually increased the 
dose, watching closely, until nine grains were taken every two hours. 
‘The opium gave out during the treatment, and I substituted laudanum 
and morphia in equivalent doses. No less than this would produce 
the desired effect, that of relieving the pain and producing perfect 
quietude. This man in seven days took seven hundred and thirty-six 
grains of the drug, and made an excellent recovery. The second case, 
which I saw on the 23d of June, 1876, was a healthy multiparous fe- 
male, about thirty-five years old, who was attacked, after a recent con- 
finement, with pelvic peritonitis. I commenced, as before, with two 
grains of opium every two hours, and increased carefully until a dose 
of eight grains was reached, upon which she was kept for five days, at 
the end of which time it became necessary to diminish the dose, which 
was accordingly done in successively smaller doses as she improved, 
until the original quantity proved sufficient. She made an unusually 
early and satisfactory recovery. 

It may be objected by some that, owing to the disordered state of the 
absorbents, caused by the inflammation, the medicine was not taken 
up. I would answer such by asking, how was it that the effects were 
proportionate to the size of the dose? Ifa dose of three grains pro- 
duced no effect because it was not absorbed, would not one containing 
nine grains remained unabsorbed also? Some may be disposed to say 
that the opium used was not a good preparation ; this objection can also 
be answered very conclusively, for be it remembered that in the first 
case the opium gave out, when morphine and laudanum were substi- 
tuted. I was taught by asad experience that the drug used in the 
‘s2cond case was an active preparation. Having occasion to administer 
it to a stout, healthy woman, suffering pain from a recent uterine dis- 
placement, I left from the same bottle ten one-grain pills, with instruc- 
tion to give one every hour until the pain was alleviated, but by all 
means not to arouse her to administer one. The caution was forgotten, 
and the two persevering relatives continued to shake and arouse her 
and force her to swallow, until she had taken seven pills, when I was 
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sent for; but the most assiduous application of the usual remedies failed 
to avert the lethal effects of the opium. 

I am satisfied that the above treatment is the best that has yet been 
advanced for the cure of peritonitis; yet, in recommending it, I would 
advise smaller doses to begin with and watchfulness in increasing, and 
to be on guard and ready to diminish as soon as it beeomes necessary. 
—WMed. and Surg. Reporter. 

































ON THE USE OF CHLORAL-HYDRATE ENEMATA. 





Dr. Starcke, of Berlin, has a paper on the employment of chloral- 
hydrate enemata in the Berliner Kiinische Wochenshcriftfor August last. 
He observes that there are great prejudices, especially in England, 
against the continued use of chloral, occasioned probably by the not 
unfrequent misadventures occurring in connection with its use in habi- 
tual drunkards. Last year Dr. Starcke himself fell ill of a chronic gastric 
catarrh, with great acidity of the contents of the stomach and conside- 
rable emaciation and prostration. The principal and most distressing 
symptom, however, was persistent insomnia, only half an hour to an 
hour’s sleep being obtained at night. At the suggestion of his col- 
leagues Dr. Starcke resorted to the use of chloral, but the irritable state 
of the stomach forbade its use by the mouth, and hence he determined 
to take it er rectum. An aqueous five per cent. solution of chloral 
was warmed to about 95° Fahr., of which he injected first ten grammes, 
and after a quarter of an hour a further quantity of ten grammes, so 
that in all one gramme (fifteen and a half grains) of chloral were thus 
taken. This was in a few minutes followed by a feeling of warmth, 
comfort and repose, and lastly by sound sleep, which lasted uninterrup- 
tedly for five hours. In this manner Dr. Starcke continued the injec- 
tion of chloral for five months, taking in all 120 grammes of the drug. 
Decided convalescence set in after almost the very first dose, which was 
followed every morning by a sense of vigor and a desire for food, 
without any headache or other discomfort. Nor did the efficacy of the 
dose of chloral diminish, and latterly even half the quantity, 2. ¢., 0.5 
gramme, was sufficient. Frequently the attempt was made to obtain 
sleep without resorting to the chloral, but in vain, until within the last 
month, when Dr. Starcke found he could discontinue it altogether. 
This employment of chloral per rectum has decided advantages in cases 
of gastric irritability. Dr. Starcke tried twice to take it by the mouth, 
and each time it was after a few minutes rejected, and no sleep ensued. 
The absence of all unpleasant results when administered by the rectum 
is doubtless due to its undergoing no decomposition, as is generally the 
case when it comes in contact with the contents of the stomach. Of 
course the drug should be absolutely pure. The sensation of burning 

and tenesmus which at first follows an injection, may be materially ob- 

viated by well oiling the nozzle of the syringe. And since the site of 
the tenesmus is chiefly in the region of the sphincter, contact of the 
chloral solution with this part of the gut should be avoided by passing 
the injection pipe as high up as possible. And if the injection is made 
by one’s self the position on knees and elbows will be found the most 
convenient. It is also of consequence that the solution should be com-- 
plete, and that it should be warmed to the temperature of the body; 
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also that the dose required is a moderate and even small one as com- 
pared with that usually given by the mouth. Dr. Starcke has subse- 
quently used chloral in the same way in various cases and with the same 
uniformly safe and favorable results. It seems especially applicable in 
the case of aged people, and in no case need the dose exceed one 
gramme (fifteen and a half grains).—Zondon Med. Record. 





PHOSPHORUS, COMBINED WITH MALARIA, THE 
CAUSE OF YELLOW FEVER. 


BY THOS. W. HEWITT, M.D. 


Phosphorus is well known to exist in the sea of Southern zones, is 
dashed upon decks of ships, and can be seen there at night, and con- 
sists of myriads of animalcules carried by it. It exists among the isles 
of the Antilles, from whence yellow fever is said to come. Phosphorus 
exists on logs undergoing decay in the woods of the Mississippi Valley, 
and can be seen almost any night on the new grounds here in Arkansas 
called deadenings. It is very abundant. It is seen in the swamps 
where the water has gradually left the surface, thus exposing it by night 
and is familiarly known here as fox-fire. In the cesspools of cities and 
towns it exists, and has been manufactured from them. We know what 
malaria is. We say malaria poisons in degrees, giving grades of effect ; 
but what is the poison? Animalcules conveying the poison? Yes; 
but what is it? I say, for yellow fever, it is phosporus. Can animal- 
cules carry it? Yes; the lightning-bug carries it. Myriads of lesser 
- insects carry it in the sea, and lesser still, the malaria animalcule car- 
ries it. 

Further, what is a case of yelloy fever? Itis poisoning. Take a 
case of poisoning by phosphorus. We have depression of the heart’s 
action, a high internal temperature, a slow pulse; the tongue and 
mouth are identical with yellow fever; the stomach is exceedingly irri- 
table (gastrititis it is called) ; jaundice follows: the urine is similar; the 
black vomit has been seen in the disease... Has any treatment reached 
it save an antidotal one? I have acted upon it, and have had it to 
succeed with startling success in the few cases I have had here and in 
this vicinity., 

I have but very badly brought to my memory the above without any 
of my notes at hand. Sir Wm. Henry Day, of London, England, is 
my authority on phosphorus poisoning, and Flint’s latest edition of 
Practice of Medicine on Gastrititis. I hope you will refer to his Hx- 
' maturia as well. I am anxious for you to investigate this cause, with 

a view to further proof, and do not deny it without proof.— Louisville 
Med. News. 





Permanganate of Potash.—Permanganate of potash is a val- 
uable local remedy in the treatment of erysipelas. Two grains of it 
dissolved in an ounce of water, and applied as a wash, will soon subdue 
the inflammation. ‘Tincture of iron should be given every three hours, 
until a cure is effected. Tincture of veratrum is the best remedy to 
subdue the fever, as it also subdues the inflammation. — Zid. 

- 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Alkaloids of Opium—Their Action.—The well-determined 
opium alkaloids now number sixteen. ‘The effect of any one differs 
from the rest or from that of opium itself. Dr. Isaac Ott (Journal 
Nervous and Mental Diseases, January, 1878), reports a large number 
of experiments which, added to our previous knowledge, enable him 
to draw the following conclusions : 

1. Cryfiopia is narcotic ; excites-and then depresses reflex action by 
an effect on the spinal cord, reduces‘power of motor nerves, abolishes 
sensation by an action on the spinal sensory ganglia, and lowers the 
heart-beat by an action on its muscular structure. 

2. Thebaine is a spinal convulsivant; has no action on motor or 
sensory nerves or striated muscle. [It ‘reduces the ‘heart-beat by an 
action on that organ, and increased blood pressure by stimulating the 
cerebral vaso-motor centers. 

3. Codeia is a narcotic-and spinal convulsivant; produces.a vera- 
troid contraction of striated muscles and depresses the heartbeat by an 
action on the cardiac-muscle. 

4.  Chlorocodide is a tetanic agent. 

5. Apocodeia produces vomiting, coma and death. 

‘6. _ Marceine is soporific to cold-blooded animals but not to man, and 
is a spinal convulsivant. It does not destroy the motor nerves, as they 
act'on thrusting a probe down the spine. -It produces veratroid con- 
traction of the muscle, and reduces the heart-beat by stimulation of the 
peripheral end of the pneumogastric. 

7. Papaverineis narcotic and convulsivant; the convulsions being 
partly spinal and partly peripheral, the latter, it is highly ‘probable, 
from an action on the muscle. It diminishes the heart’s contractions 
by peripheral action on the cardio-inhibitory apparatus. It also causes 
veratroid contraction of the muscle. 

8. Marcotine is non-narcotic, and a spinal convulsivant; produces 
veratroid contraction of striated muscle and is a very active agent to 
decrease the beats of the heart by an action on cardiac muscle. 

g. Cotarnineis soporific, and paralyses, like curare, the motor nerve. 

10. Hydro-cotarnine is narcotic and convulsivant. 

11. Hydro-chlorate of Cotarnamic Acid is a convulsivant, and pata- 
lyzes the pneumogastric. 

12. Laudanosine and Laudanine are tetanic agents. 

13. Morphia is a narcotic and spinal convulsivant, It produces 
veratroid contraction of muscle and reduces the heart-beat. 

14. Oxymorphia has an action like morphia, only weaker. 

15. Apomorphia is an emetic; excites and reduces spinal reflex exci- 
tability, and diminishes the number of cardiac contractions. 

16. Meconine is narcotic to cold-blooded animals, but not in doses of 
two grains by the stomach in man. It causes hyperesthesia and para- 
lysis of voluntary motion with general eames It also peemnces a 
veratroid contraction. 

The opium alkaloids all have a dominant action on . the. nervous 
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‘system, causing first increased, exaggerated functions and, if the dose 
is large enough, a paralysis of them. In the warm-blooded animals 
this action is both on the spinal cord and cerebrum.— Detroit Lancet. 


Oxalate of Cerium in Chronic Cough.—Dr. James G. La Roe, 
Jr., of Greenpoint, L. I., writes: ‘‘In the Medical Record bearing 
date May 25, 1878, and credited to the Practitioner, is a short article 
on the use of oxalate of cerium in chronic cough. It is highly lauded 
by Thomas Clark, L.R.C.P., etc. In doses of five grains, we are 
told, it is a good sédative, and hence its usefulness in lung troubles. 
Its virtues in stomach complaints are fully appreciated. In the intract- 
able vomiting of pregnancy I have found it the remedy par excellence. 
It struck me, however, that the dose was rather large. Two-grain 
-doses, in my hands, have done the tranquilizing work desired. I had 
been treating a lady whose phthisical cough was a source of great wor- 
riment to me. Everything suitable.to. the case was tried, but to no 
effect. The cough was. incessant, and wore her completely down. 
The drugs which had served her so well hitherto refused now to give 
her even partial rest. As I never tried it in lung troubles, I determined 
to give the oxalate of cerium strictly according to directions. Five 
grains were ordered to be taken a half hour before rising. The result 
was, my patient was unable to get out of bed until late in the after- 
noon. That the drug was a sedative admitted of no doubt, for Mrs. 
L. did not gain her full senses until the time indicated. She ‘described 
herself as having been in a stupor all day. The reaction, seemingly, 
made her cough as bad, if not worse than before. Altogether, the 
effect was rather unpleasant. Of course, her memory as to whether 
she coughed meanwhile went for nothing. It was beyond her power 
to grasp any fact until the profound sedative action had passed away. 
I was anxious to see if these feelings would bé repeated, and so pre- 
vailed on her to try once more. The same result occurred again. 
‘That the dose was too large was very manifest. Equally suggestive 
was the thought that its true vocation was in a smaller quantity. It 
required not a little persuasion to get Mrs. L. to try still further. I 
-only succeeded after declaring I would desist after this trial. I directed 
half. a powder to be taken in the same manner as before. The sequela 
was all that could be desired; I was fully repaid for my persistency. 
My patient did ‘not cough the remainder of the day, and felt very 
grateful in consequence. — She took the medicine several times more, 
not waiting to be told to do so. Since then, the oxalate of cerium has 
done duty several times in Mrs. L.’s case, and with the greatest satis- 
faction, as before. 

“In one other case, within a few weeks past, and of precisely the 
same nature, I ordered the drug to be taken in three-grain doses. The 
jinale was in every way gratifying.”"—W. Y. Med. Rec. 


Brunella Vulgaris.—This plant is known by the common names 
of self-heal, heal-all, or wildhop, belonging-to the mint family, growing 
by the wayside i in low ground, and quite plentifully in the northern part 
‘of Ohio. It flowers in July and August with a blue blow. The plant 
is the part used. It is not used as a medicinal agent by the profession 
in the United States, as far as I can ascertain, I haye used it exten- 
sively for three years, and find it to contain medical properties of great 
value. 
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My attention was first called to the plant in a case of profuse flow of 
lochia after labor, that gave me a great deal of trouble, and would not 
yield to the old treatment, but immediately stopped when put on an infu- 
sion of the brunella. I have since used it in many cases of excessive 
menstruation, where the discharge is of a light color. I use itin uterine 
leucorrhcea internally, and all diseases peculiar to the female, and think 
I know what I am saying when I say it has no equal in discharges of 
mucus mixed with blood. 

In an obstinate case of gonorrhea in a male thag fell into my hands 
to treat, the brunella cured in a short time by giving internally. And 
now I speak of the disease that so many are glad to get relief from, if 
not a permanent cure, catarrh. I am treating cases of this disease with 
the plant to my entire satisfaction, by using internally and as a wash. 
The dose that I use is: 


Brunella 


A teaspoonful every three hours. Of an infuson : 


Dose f3ss. every three hours. 

I have used it mostly in infusion, but have good results from the- 
tincture. 

I have given a few hurried cases in which I have used this plant, not 
from any selfish motive of my own, but for the good of the profession, 
hoping it may be the means of relieving some poor sufferer.—Dr. Rey- 


nolds.—Ec. Med. Journal. 


Tubercular Meningitis in the Adult.—The more ordinary 
symptoms that mark the invasion of tubercular meningitis in the adult, 
may be summarized as follows : 

1. Headache is the most invariable symptom, seldom, if ever, ab- 
sent. 

2. Vomiting, constipation and fever are present, attended by no char- 
acteristic rash. 

3. Peculiarity of temper and conduct, occasional confusion of ideas 
and slight transitory delirium, are also symptomatic of this disease. 

4. General muscular pains, followed first by stiffness and then by 
slight paralysis, as shown in the imperfect co-ordination of the muscular 
movements in tremblings and in twitchings. The pain and stiffness are 
first felt in the nape of the neck, and then in the muscles of the back. 

5. Slight epileptiform convulsions are observed, followed by paralysis of 
the limbs or parts convulsed ; this paralysis being most usually of a transi- 
tory or temporary kind. Among the characteristic and most frequently 
noticed paralyses are those affecting the optic commissure and oculo- 
motor tracts, causing a slight internal squint, with dilated inactive 
pupil of one eye, with drooping of the same eyelid and paralysis of the 
facial nerve upon one side. The paralysis of the limbs is usually a 
hemiplegia: still it seldom affects all the muscles and its progress is 
gradual. Co-ordination of movement is seldom perfect in the limbs. 
which recover. 

6. Hyperesthesia of the skin generally appears, with peculiar 
mental phenomena; as obstinate and unaccommodating conduct, al- 
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‘tered temper and attitude of dogged resistence. Very little nourish- 
ment is voluntarily taken. The retracted abdomen and the aspect of 
the patient, with half-open eyelids or some slight paralysis of these be- 
-comes highly diagnostic. 

4. Continual drowsiness is observed. ‘The patient shrinks from all 
-disturbance and shrieks out when roused sufficiently to move or perform 
voluntary acts. From this drowsiness, the step to coma and death is 
‘seldom many hours distant.— British Med. Journal. 


Experiments with Antiseptic Dressings.—Dr. Bradford re- 
-cently showed at a Boston Medical Society some specimens of meat 
done up in different dressings, and said that it was admitted that the 
main principle in surgical dressings consisted in the prevention of pu- 
trefaction of the discharges and dead organic matter about the wound. 
‘There had been a number of experiments as to the relative value of 
different antiseptics, but few, if any, as to the protective power of dif- 
ferent dressings. 

A piece of meat dissected from a freshly killed kitten and put into a 
bottle which had been rinsed out with carbolic acid (1 to 20) putrefied 
in three days. This was the casein a bottle corked and in one left 
open. A piece of fresh meat placed uncovered on a table at the side 
of the bottles dried up, and eleven days later gave no odor. A piece 
of flesh wrapped in water dressing became foul in three days. Flesh 
dissected out under spray and placed in a Lister dressing (antiseptic 
gauze), at the end of three weeks was found perfectly fresh not being 
at all dried. Flesh wrapped up in lint wet with terebene, at the end of 
three weeks was fresh and not dried. The same wrapped in lint wet 
with compound tincture of benzoin remained sweet, but dried. La- 
barraque’s solution (1 to 10) poured on a cloth and wrapped about the 
meat delayed putrefaction but did not entirely prevent it. At the end 
of three weeks the meat was foul, but not so putrid as that in the water 
dressing. The same can besaid of a solution of sulphite of soda 1 to ro. 
A mould was found on this dressing which, on examination, was found 
to be penicillum glaucum. . Meat wrapped up in dry cotton cloth, Den- 
nison’s absorbent cotton, oakum, salicylicized tow, or lint soaked in 
benzoic acid became desiccated. Meat not dipped in carbolic acid and 
covered with goldbeater’s skin to prevent desiccation was not protected, 
when wrapped in cotton, from becoming at the end of three weeks 
slightly putrid. A piece of meat, however, placed ina glass tube, the 
end of which was stopped by cotton, without any treatment by carbolic 
acid, dried and remained free from putridity. The cotton in this case 
did not act by absorbing the fluid and desiccating, as it was so placed 
as not to touch the meat. Meat completely covered by fuller’s earth 
and charcoal became dry, and remained free from odor. ‘The piece of 
flesh which at the end of three weeks was the freshest, being as soft as 
when first dissected off, and entirely free from odor, was that wrapped 
in the antiseptic gauze. The next in excellence of preservation was 
that in lint wet with terebene. It has been stated that Lister’s success 
is perhaps not due to any antiseptic (in the strict sense of the word) ac- 
tion of the dressing, but to the cleanliness his method enforces. As far 
as experiments on dead flesh can bear testimony, it seems evident that 
there is a strictly antiseptic action in ‘Lister’ $ gauze dressing. — Boston 
Med. and Surg. Journal. ; 





62 SouTHERN MepicaL REcoRD. 


An Ulcer Nussbaumed. 
process, and a patient and concientious use of Esmarch’s elastic ban- 
dage, the two being the latest novelties in the way of treating chronic 
ulcers, be they indolent or irritable, or both, I come back with more 
confidence to the operation suggested a few years ago by the distin- 
guished surgeon Nussbaum. By it I have succeeded in curing these 
troublesome affections more surely, speedily and permanently than with 
any other plan. © 

The case before you is an indolent, irritable ulcer, involving the skin 
over the internal malleolus. It has been treated in a variety of ways; 
occasionally it seems upon the point of yielding; it grows less and. 
begins to heal, but upon the slightest provocation it re-asserts itself. 
Upon exposure to cold, or after fatiguing exercise, the healed portion 
yields, the irritability returns, and the ulcer is soon of its original size— 
more indolent and painful. I now make an incision around it one-half 
an inch from its margin. This incision must go through the skin, it 
must reach the cellular tissue above the muscles. By it you divide the 
vessels, the numerous adventitious vessels developed in the peri-ulcer- 
ated skin that feeds the morbid process. In this way you cut off its: 
direct and too liberal supply of blood. Into this canal you stuff lint 
and leave it there for twenty-four or thirty-six hours, long enough to 
prevent the severed tissue from rejoining by first intention. This is. 
especially important with the arteries; they must not be allowed to- 
unite. 

In a short time the ulcer will begin to shrink ; day by day the healing: 
progresses, and in a week, or probably two, it will have disappeared. 

This case was shown to the class three weeks after the operation.. 
The ulcer had been healed, but a mistake had occurred in leaving the: 
lint too long in the canal; it remained five days, and in that time sup- 
puration had occurred in the floor. The repair in the canal required 
as much time as the ulcer. ; 

The dressing after the operation is simple. Cold water for forty-eight 
hours, after that lint saturated with oil, simple cerate or vaseline. —Cz.. 
Lancet and Clinic. 


Syphilis.—In answer to ‘‘Can Syphilis be cured after it becomes. 
constitutional, and how?” Ihave to say, It can; and in order to be 
brief will not enter into the pathology of the disease farther than to make- 
the statement, it is a blood poison, and capable of being antidoted by a. 
judicious application of the following treatment : 

If the patient be robust, remove all his clothing, place him on a cane-. 
seat chair, envelop him and the chair in a blanket, then place under- 
the chair an alcoholic lamp beneath a flat basin containing a pint of hot. 
water, and when the perspiration becomes profuse, . light a second 
lamp, and place above the flame, on a tin sheet of copper, either the 
black oxide, red oxide, or sulphuret of mercury, according to the: pe- 
culiar constitutional symptoms of the patient, and let it volatilize ;, by 
this time the patient will be in a profuse state of perspiration, and he 
will readily take 120 grains of mercury thus administered in one hour.. 

After the. mercury becomes volatilized, which’ will take from seven: 
to ten minutes, remove the last lamp and reduce the temperature. be-- 
neath the blanket to 120°, letting the patient remain in the vapor. for 
thirty or forty minutes. When the bath is over, sponge the body well 
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and wipe dry, and when the body has regained its normal temperature, 
let him draw on his clothing, but not before, and so continue every 
four or five days until the syphilis has ceased, ‘has entirely disappeared. 
If the patient be weak the bath must be more moderate at first, and his 
strength supported with iron, and any of the bitter tonics the physician 
may deem proper, in his peculiar condition. In conjunction I often 
use : 
RK MHydrag. chloridi 

Pulv. opii, 

Pulv. guaici.,............. grs. 

M. ft. 10 to 20 pills. Sig ter “tie. 

No ptyalization ever occurs in this course of treatment. I have had 
positive proof of the poison being entirely removed by this course 
several times, by the syphilitic taint in the children before treatment 
and its absence after treatment. It is necessary to add that both 
parents must be treated, where children have shown inherited syphilis. 
—Dr. Allen, in Herald of Health. 


Antiseptic Gauze.—Lister’s antiseptic gauze, which is prepared 
by impregnating a cotton-fabric of loose texture with a mixture of five 
parts rosin, seven parts paraffin, and one part of carbolic acid, has the 
disadvantage of being very stiff and unyielding. Dr. Paul Bruns, pro- 
fessor at Tubingen, proposes to overcome this difficulty by a ‘change i in 
the manner of impregnating the gauze, as well as by a different mens- 
truum. _ He dissolves 400 grammes of powdered resin in 2 litres of al- 
cohol, adds to the solution 40 grammes of castor oil, and finally roo 
grammes of carbolic acid. The whole bulk measures now 2% litres. 
This quantity is sufficient for impregnating 2 pounds (about 25 metres) 
of the gauze (previously deprived of grease). The gauze having been 
dipped 1 into the liquid and well stirred about, it is removed, and sus- 
pended horizontally when it will dry in about ‘half an hour. ‘Thus pre- 
pared it is quite soft and pliable, and contains a 1o-per-cent. solution 
of carbolic acid. After having been used, it may be cleansed by boil- 
ing in very dilute soda-lye, and then be impregnated again. 

Improved benzoated or salicylated gauze or wadding has also been 
prepared by Prof. Bruns. Both of these heretofore suffered from the 
drawback that on handling they gave off a fine dust of benzoic or sali- 
cylic acid, which caused much annoyance to the operator or attendant. 
Prof. Bruns prepares it by adding 3 to 4 parts of castor oil to the solu- 
tion—for every 10 parts of benzoic acid. 100 grammes of benzoic 
acid and 4o grammes of castor oil (or 20 grammes each of castor oil 
and resin), are dissolved in 2.56 litres (2.560 cc.) of alcohol, the gauze 
soaked in the liquid, and then dried. ‘This gauze contains a 1o-per- 
cent. solution of benzoic acid. ‘The salicylicated gauze is prepared 
in the same manner.—Mew Rem. 


Apiol, the active principle of parsley, discovered by ‘Taret and 
Homelle in 1855, is an oleaginous amber-colored liquid, soluble in 
water in any proportion, and of an acrid taste. It may be given in 
capsules, According to Marotte, of La Pitie, it brings on the menses, 
regulates menstruation, and calms the pains by which it is often accom- 
panied. It has no action on the pregnant womb.—Maryland Medical 
Journal. 
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How to Avoid Leaving Scars.—At a conversational meeting 
ofthe Philadelphia County Medical Society, Nov. 13th, 1878, it was 
addressed by Dr. John H. Packard on ‘‘Some Surgical Wrinkles.” 
‘The first point he discussed was a method of making superficial inci- 
sions by which scaring can be avoided. In operations upon exposed 
parts, such as the face and hand, it is very desirable that they shall be 
so done as to leave as little scar as possible. The procedure recom- 
mended was first suggested by witnessing the effects of an accident, a 
lady having fallen while carrying a china dish, a piece of which made a 
long gaping incised wound in her hand, the sharp knife-like edge 
having cut through the skin very obliquely. The wound healed read- 
ily, almost without a scar. A few weeks after the traces of the injury 
could scarcely be discovered. 

Thinking that this effect was in a great measure due to the direction 
of the incision through the skin, the speaker tried the experiment in 
cutting down upon a tumor of the thigh, holding the knife so as to 
divide the skin obliquely. The wound united perfectly, and after it 
had healed he actually could not find the line of incision. Since that 
time he had tested the idea in numerous other cases with highly satis- 
factory results. In small superficial operations, such as the removal of 
small tumors from the face, it has a cosmetic advantage that at once re- 
commends it.—Cin. Lancet and Clinic. 


Injurious Effect of Use of Tobacco on the Eye.—Dr. Chis- 
olm, in referring to cases from this cause, speaks of the treatment as 
follows: He has found but one remedy against tobacco poisoning, 
viz: total abstinence from the use of the weed. Nothing short of this 
will restore sight to the dim eye. He had seen cases where strychnia 
and electricity had been used in vain until the cigar was laid aside, 
when improvement commenced to show itself at once, and continued 
rapidly to complete restoration. He believes that the discarding of 
tobacco alone would cure many cases. He usually aids the restoration 
by means of strychnia. His minimum dose to an adult is one-twen- 
tieth of a grain sulphate of strychnia to be taken after each meal. This 
dose he slowly increases to one-fifth grain, which most patients can 
comfortably bear in time, so rapidly does the system accommodate it- 
self to the drug. After eating is the proper time to administer the 
dose. He had experimented extensively with strychnia in the hypo- 
dermic injection, the fluid dose by the mouth, and the sugar-coated 
granules. He uses exclusively the latter, as equally effective and most 
agreeable.—Maryland Med. Jour. 


Chronic Bright’s Disease.—Dr. Richardson, in the /hiladel- 
phia Med. Times, says this disease is so intractable in nature as to be a 
matter of universal experience, and that even a faint hope of greater 
success in its cure is worthy of consideration. One chance of success- 
ful treatment seems to lie in cutting off the supply. of fat (for example, 
by an exclusive skim-milk diet), at the outset of the attack; and for 
this an early diagnosis of incipient fatty degeneration is necessary. 
Frequent observation of the remarkable power which osmic acid has of 
blackening, and thus detecting extremely minute globules of fat, sug- 
gested the idea that this agent might be advantageously employed i in 
recognizing fatty metamorphosis in its commencement, and on trial it 
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has been found that osmic acid does enable us to discover in epithelial 
-cells particles of oil so small as ordinarily to elude detection. The acid 
‘solution in water should be used, of the usual one per cent. strength, 
-and this preparation, when secluded from the light, keeps perfectly 
well for months, and even years. Its value in recognizing fatty dege- 
neration elsewhere, as, for example, in the voluntary muscles, the heart, 
-etc., is obviously great. 


Intestinal Gas---Flatulent Dyspepsia.—Dr. Eads (in Eclectic 
Med. Journal) in a case of the above character prescribed : 


He gave a teaspoonful every three or four hours until relieved. Next 
‘day he found his patient perfectly free from pain, no wind in stomach 
‘or bowels—the first permanent relief obtained for two months. The 
treatment was continued for a few days only; the patient thinking her- 
-self well, discontinued it. In a short time the flatulency returned, but 
not as severe as before. Ordered the above prescription to be taken 
whenever there is any gas in the bowels or stomach. Pregnancy was 
now in the eighth month. Hoping there would be no further trouble 
after confinement, that time was looked for with great interest. 

Jan. roth, 1878, delivered patient of a fine 8-fb male child; recovery 
after confinement good, even better than was expected; considerable 
trouble the first three weeks with intestinal gas, but relieved every 
time with colocynth. When the babe was about three weeks old it 
began to suffer very much like the mother with an accumulation of in- 
testinal gas. 

Colocynth 
Water 
A teaspoonful three times a day gave prompt relief. Now, nine months 
since, mother and child both well. I believe colocynth to be a specific 
in the above condition. 


Electricity for Sleeplessness.—That galvanization of the head 
has an hypnotic effect, has long been known; hitherto, however, it has 
not been used to counteract sleeplessness. Vigoureux asserts (Allg. 
Wiener Med. Ztg.) that he has daily obtained the finest results in this 
direction, and has failed only in exceptional cases, as, for instance, 
when sleep has been disturbed or prevented by severe dyspncea. His 
method is to place the broad flat electrodes (carbon covered with 
chamois-leather) on both temples, and allow the current of from three 
to at the most five Trouve’s elements pass for a half or a whole minute. 
When the application is made in the morning, the patient experiences a 
more or less pronounced inclination to sleep. Occasionally the effect 
of the aro a is prolonged after the first “om, fora night or two. 
—V. Y. Med. Journal. 


Hooping Cough and Ulceration of the Phrenum.—A re- 
«ent report before the Academy of Medicine in Paris, says that the ul- 
ceration is an effect rather than a cause of the disease, and is due to 
the protrusion of the tongue and the scraping of its pander surface against 
the teeth, in the act of coughing. — Med. Record. 
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Vinegar Fumes in Bronchitis, Etc.—Dr. Richardson, in the 
Philadelphia Medical Times, calling attention to the histological revival 
of motion in cilia and ciliated cells when exposed to the action of dilute 
acetic acid, or to the fumes of vinegar, suggests that the latter may be 
a potent stimulus to cilia in their normal position on the mucous mem- 
brane. As this wave of ciliary movement has so much to do in bring- 
ing out the mucus, (which, in bronchitis and similar diseases, is poured 
forth to excess), and thus freeing the clogged-up air-passages, we have 
both an explanation of the old woman’s cure for a cough in hot vine- 
gar, and a strong incentive to use it—in spray from an atomizer, or 
otherwise—more persistently and systematically in bronchitis and al- 
lied disorders. It would also guide us to employ it in opium-poison- 
ing, in paralysis, and in all prostrating diseases, when the lungs begin 
to fill up, probably in part as a consequence of enfeebled ciliary move- 
ment.—.St. Louis Courier of Medicine. 


Treatment of Tetanus.—Dr. Aribaud reports a number of cases 
of traumatic tetanus in which he employed a mixed treatment of chloral 
and opium. ‘The fatal terminations being apparently delayed by giving 
the remedies in increased doses, the doctor finally arrived at a some- 
what definite line of treatment by means of which he has saved three 
out of his last four cases. 

From his experience, he states that a daily dose of six to seven 
grammes of chloral must be given continuously, until the patient is 
almost well, as in less quantities the remedy seems to have no serious 
effect upon ‘the course of the disease. 

The opium was administered under the form of laudanum, forty 
drops of which were given daily by means of rectal injections. He 
preferred the use of enemas, as he could thus confide the administra- 
tion of the opium to the care of any assistant. Attention should of 
course be paid to the physiological effects of both remedies.—Lyon 
Medicale. 


Treatment of Gingivitis, or Sore Gum, in Pregnant Wo- 
men.—By Pinarp.—Hydrate of chloral and tincture of: cochlearia 
officinalis (common scurvy grass), equal parts. This solution was ap- 
plied every day, or every two days, to the free and diseased: edgoa of 
the gams by the aid of amop. This dressing was slightly painful, and the 
cauterization very light. The white and very superficial eschar disap- 
peared generally twenty-four or thirty-six hours after the application. 
In thirty women attacked with gingivitis, who were subjected to this 
treatment, twenty-five were cured in less than fifteen days. In two of 
them the cure ‘was slower, complications having supervened which ne- 
 cessitated the use of ointments and mercurial ointment. In the five 

others, the ‘treatment could not be continued.—Z’ Adcille Medicale. 


Salicylic Acid as an Antiseptic and Antipyretic.—In 1876, 
Mr. Prideaux treated with salicylic acid, or its salts, eighty-eight cases 
of conftnent smallpox, in the Derby Hospital, without losing a case. 
Since'then, seventy-eight cases -of ‘scarlet fever, with only one death, 
and that a case seen at the height-of the disease. Many cages of mea- 
sles, sand‘seme few attacks of Syphoid fever, ‘yielded’ equally satisfacto- 
nily to the same treatment. — Med. Rec. 





SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 67 


Treatment of Cold Feet when causing Sleeplessness.— 
Putting them to the fire gives temporary warmth, and so does the 
hot bottle in bed, so long as it remains itself hot ; but as it cools the feet 
again become cold, ahd sleep could not be wooed successfully. What 
should be done is to dip the feet momentarily into cold water, and then 
have them well rubbed with hair gloves or a rough towel until they 
glow. This seems a very unattractive plan to many minds; but it is. 
just the story of the snowballer’s hands. At first the contact of the 
snow makes the fingers very cold; but perseverance is rewarded by a 

low which may become almost a burning heat ; the primary contrac- 
tion of the vessels is followed by a secondary dilatation. THis is what 
we will accomplish by the immersion, for a brief period only, of the 
feet in cold water, followed by friction. By such means the cold feet 
become warm, and after this a hot bottle to the feet will keep them 
warm effectually.— Dr. Fothergill, in Med. News. 


_ Evacuation of Pus from the Pleura by Inversion of the 
Body.—Dr. Raynaud has tried with success the following method : 
A girl, fifteen years of age, convalescing from typhoid fever, contracted 
a purulent pleurisy, and after a time there was pulmonary perforation 
followed by a considerable vomica. The expectoration was insufficient 
to empty the liquid contained in the pleura, and in consequence the 
general condition became constantly worse. Dr. Raynaud then placed 
the child with her head below the border of the bed, and this manceuvre 
was followed by an abundant expectoration. This process, repeated 
several times, emptied the pleura of its purulent contents, and the child. 


rapidly recovered its strength and was.soon quite well.—Giorn. Ven. 
di Sc. Med. 


Polypi of the Ear.—These troublesome growths, which, as I have 
said, are almost invariably accompanied by an otorrhoea, generally 
very profuse and offensive in character, are, as a rule, easily gotten rid 
of. ‘They may be readily removed, most conveniently by Blake’s mo- 
dification. of Wilde’s snare, or by the canula forceps, (an instrument 
which does not seem to be as generally known among aural surgeons of 
the present day as it should be) and though they are prone to recur, if 
the’ treatment cease with their removal, this tendency may be overcome 
by the subsequent insufflation of‘powdered alum, or by repeated in- 
Stillation of a solution of sulphate of zinc. The application of chromic 
acid to the remains of the pedicle is ‘also a convenient and efficacious 
méans of accomplishing the sanve end.—Mar. Med. Journal. 


Turpéentiné-Vapor Baths.—Turpentine-vapor baths in rheuma- 
tism are highly recommended for the chronic form. -Place the:patient 
ina wooden chest, allowing the head to remain free, Conduct into 
this wooden chest steam loaded with oil of turpentine spray. The tém- 
perature of the bath. should be roq° F. to 11 ‘ F. Let the patient 
remain therein about fifteen minutes. Repéat them according to the 
nature of the casé.— Med. Record. x 

Subnitrate 6f Bismuth,—Comiiercial’ subnitrate ‘of bismuth ae 
most always coritains lead. The quantity varies ftom a ‘mere trace'to 
a dangerous ptoportion.— Phila, Drug. and Chem. © 
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Treatment of Articular Rheumatism by Benzoic Acid,— 
‘The author employed this new therapeutic agent twenty times in acute, 
and ten times in chronic articular rheumatism. In the latter cases the 
results obtained were not very satisfactory, which is not surprising as 
chronic rhumatism offers small encouragement for treatment. Benzoic 
acid has the advantage of salicylic acid in that it does not produce bad 
impressions in ordinary doses—at the same time having a sufficiently 
rapid eifect in checking the disease. It is to be observed, however, 
that the temperature decreases less rapidly, no matter in what disease it 
is used. 

The dose in simple cases is from eight to twelve gms. (grs. 120 to 
130) or even more in the adult. The author fails to communicate in 
what vehicle it should be exhibited. The curative action of benzoic 
and salicylic acid is probably due to the property they possess of arrest- 
ing pathological fermentation of the tissues or in the circulatory stream. 
—Mar. Med. Journal. 


Syphilitic Laryngitis.—Duret suggests the following methods of 
treatment in the course of a review of M. Isambert’s works on ‘‘Syphil- 
itic Laryngitis.” The general treatment should consist in protiodide 
of mercury in pills (4% to %4 grain three times a day) or bichloride in 
‘solution. Should the affection have passed the secondary stage, iodide 
of potassium may be employed; or in stubborn cases, the ‘‘mixed treat- 
ment.” Tonics—iron, quinine, etc.—are usually called for. The 
patient should avoid the use of tobacco and alcoholic liquors. Com- 
plete rest of the organ is essential.—£x. 


Charcoal for Burns.—A venerable patient, a retired foundryman, 
tells us that during his apprentice-hood to aship-builder of Philadelphia, 
he became acquainted with a never-failing remedy for burns and scalds, 
and that in his subsequent foundry-life he saw innumerable such in- 
juries relieved of pain, and healed as if by magic, by powdered char- 
coal. The softer it is the better, and that from pine wood is the best. 
It is to be thickly sprinkled over the burnt or scalded surface as soon 
as possible, and renewed as it becomes moist or drops off.—Zouisville 
Med. News. 


Horrible !—Dr. Leidy, of Philadelphia, has announced the dis- 
covery that cucumbers are liable to be infested with tape-worm. At 
a meeting of the Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia, he exhibited a 
specimen of tape-worm taken from the inside of a large cucumber. It 
is said to have had all the characteristics of a true tape-worm, but 
belonged to an unknown species, the peculiarity being that the ovaries 
containing the round yellow eggs are confined to the anterior extremity 
of the segment.—Zx. 


Atropia and Daturia are not Identical. — According to V. 
Planta’s investigations, atropia and daturia were hitherto regarded as 
identical, Poehl’s new researches (Péetersh. Med. Wochensch., 1877, 
No. 20) have, however, shown that they are chemically different. 
Atropia is optically inert; daturia turns the plane of polarization 14.12° 
to the left. -Atropia salts are precipitated by platinic.chloride, those of 
daturia are not; picric acid precipitates daturia, but not atropia.— 
Pharm. Centralh. : ‘ait 
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Cholera Infantum.—During the summer of 1873 I was called 
to prescribe for a child two years old, supposed by the physician in at- 
tendance to be dying, the disease being diagnosed as cholera infantum. 
My prescription was one ripe strawberry every hour till better. The 
child speedily recovered. ‘Three months after, I was asked to prescribe 
for another child aged eleven months. The disease this time was really 
cholera infantum. One-half strawberry every hour proved a success- 
ful treatment. This child had also been given up to die.—Boston 
Journal of Chemistry. 


Carbolic Acid Spray in Diphtheria.—Dr. Booker, in the 
American Practitioner, reports a number of cases treated in this way ; he 
says: 

‘The characteristic membrane was to be seen in ‘the fauces in each 
case. The treatment ordered in these cases was quinia and tincture of 
chloride of iron, to be given every two hours in doses of three grains 
of the former to five drops of the latter; and carbolic acid, one part to 
twenty of water, to be applied hourly to the fauces with the spray pro- 
ducer. These cases recovered rapidly.” 


Blepharitis.—Dr. Roy ordered, in a stubborn case, a cotton com- 
press, covered with caoutchouc. By mistake, the mother of the child 
applied the patches of rubber directly to the diseased lids. They were 
kept on over-night for two weeks before Dr. R. was again consulted, 
when, to his astonishment, he found that the blepharitis was entirely 
cured. He has since used this simple application in a number of cases, 
and always with success. The rubber patch is simply bound over the 
eye through the night, and the lids washed with warm water and soap: 
in the morning. —Bull. Gen. de Therap.—Med. Times. 


Benzoated Cotton-Wool.—Prof. Volkmann, of Halle, who de- 
serves the highest credit for the remarkable success he has achieved 
in antiseptic surgery, uses, among other means of protecting wounds, 
benzoated cotton-wool (three per cent. and ten per cent. of benzoic 
acid. It is generally used as an external dressing, but in some cases, 
especially in dressing small wounds, it is applied directly to the surface, 
and covered with an elastic flannel bandage.—JV. Y. Med. Jour. 


Diagnosis of Aneurism in Aorta.—W. S. Oliver, M-D., Sur- 
geon-Major, says that he has been materially assisted in diagnosing 
Aneurism of the aorta, when it occurs, as is most generally the case, 
either in the ascending or first part of the transverse portion of the arch, 
by the following process: Place the patient in the erect position with 
closed mouth, and extreme elevation of the chin; then grasp cricoid 
cartilage between the thumb and finger, and press it gently upwards, 
when, if aneurism exist, the pulsations of the aorta will be distinctly 
felt.—London Lancet. 


Insomnia.—In cases of insomnia from anxiety, melancholia, or a 
low state of nutrition, camphor will act favorably when chloral, morphia, 
potassium bromide, etc., fail. One and a half to two or three grains 
may be subcutaneously injected after dissolving in almond oil.—V.  Y- 
Med. Record. 
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Fibroid Tumors of the Uterus Treated by Sclerotic Acid. 
Dr. John Williams reports two cases of uterine fibroid tumor treated 
by sclerotic acid. This acid dissolves readily in water, and in so far 
differs from ergotine. One of the cases was that of a woman aged 
thirty-four, who had suffered from severe flooding for some time. A 
fibroid tumor was detected, and half-grain doses of the acid were in- 
jected under the skin of the abdomen twice a week. The flooding 
was much reduced, but returned during a temporary discontinuance of 
the treatment. When the injections were again commenced, the flood- 
ing was checked as before. The tumor was reduced in size. Like 
results were attained in a similar case, including a decrease in the size 
of the tumor. ‘The injection caused a little pain at the time, but that 
was all. It was followed in about half an hour by uterine contractions. 

British Med. Jour. 








Codeia for Cancer of Stomach.—Dr. Austin Flint says: With 
reference to treatment, it is merely palliative. Pain in this instance is 
a symptom to be palliated ; so also is the vomiting. I should say, pre- 
scribing for the patient as now presented, that some form of opium is 
indicated. I prefer to use codeia, for the reason that it is much less 
liable to produce disagreeable after-effects than are some of the other 
preparations of opium. I should recommend, therefore, that this man 

take 4 of a grain of codeia twice a day. 


Diphtheria.—After all.that has been written, and all the thousand 
and one formule that have been proposed for diphtheria, nothing has 
been found to excel the chlorate of potash. 

It should be given zx saturated solution in one to two teaspoonsful 
doses every one to two hours. 

Sulphate quinine, muriated tinc iron, or other appropriate tonics 
may be combfned according to the circumstances of the.case. 
























Treatment of Ulcers.—Dr. Mandelbaum asserts that ulcers of 
the leg which have proved rebellious to all other methods of treatment, 
can be invariably cured by scraping, followed by the application of iodo- 
form which must be continued for several days, and, after fresh granu- 
lations have appeared, by firm pressure with equal parts of mercurial 
and soap, plaster.— Berlin Klin Wochen. 





Quinine a Dangerous Oxytocic.—Mr. Parak claims that ina . 
number of experiments he has found this remedy constantly in the urine 
of the feetus, even when it is administered in seven and a half grains, 
an hour before delivery, it having passed through the placenta. Ic- 
terus he has observed as a common effect of the quinia on the foetus. 














Treatment of Gonorrhcea.—Lecchini recommends for’ acute 
gonorrhoea, two injections daily of a solution of chloral hydrate (1 : roo). 

He claims that it relieves rapidly the most troublesome symptoms, and 
even effects a cure after only a few injections. — Deutsche Med. Wochen. 


Tincture of Veratrum.—Tincture of veratrum will, be found a 
valuable remedy in curing whitlow and felons. -—/éid. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


New Inventions.—An improved apparatus for use in photographic 
galleries, as an accessory in forming backgrounds for pictures, has been 
patented by Mr. William F. Ashe, of New York city. It is so con- 
structed that it may be arranged as a staircase, a balustrade, or a_ped- 
estal, as may be ae ge saas 

Messrs. Hiram D . Jewett and Israel D. Jewett, of St. Omer, Ind., 
have patented an improved mechanical telephone, which is so con- 
structed as to receive the full volume and force of the voice and other 
sounds, magnify them, and transmit them to the instrument at the 
other end of the line with distinctness, so that they can be clearly 
heard at considerable distance from the instrument. 

Mr. Wm. H. Hubbard, of Red Bank, N. J., has patented an im- 
proved gate, which consists of metal or wooden bars supported at one 
end in a post having a friction roller at the bottom running on a rail, 
and at the opposite end entered into metal or wooden tubes ;placed in 
or constituting the adjoining panel of the fence, so that when the gate 
is opened the rods of which it is made slide or télescope into the tubes 
of the adjoining panel.— Scientific American. 





The Perfection of Nature.—Upon examining the edge of the 
sharpest razor with the:microscope, it will appear fully as broad as the 
back of a knife—rough, uneven, and full of notches and furrows. An 
exceedingly small needle resembles an iron bar. But the sting of.a bee 
seen through: the same instrument exhibits everywhere the-most beau- 
tiful polish, without a flaw, blemish, or inequality, and ends. in a,point 
too fine to be discerned. The threads of a.fine lawn are coarser than 
the yarn with which ropes are made for anchors. But a silk worm’s 
web appears smooth and shining, and everywhere equal. The.smallest 
dot that is made with a pen appears irregular and uneven. But the 
little specks on the wings or bodies of insects are found to be an ac- 
curate circle. How magnificent are the works of Nature !—Am. Jnv. 


Kidney Worm.—Recent: investigations indicate that the great 
kidney worm (Strongylus gigas) which exists in the kidneys of the horse, 
dog, and sometimes in man, lives in fishes in its young state; and the 
observations of Dr. Bertolus almost furnish proof that people contract 
the Swiss or broad tapeworm (Bothriocephalus latus) by feasting on im- 
properly cooked trout. According to Professor Van ‘Beneden, how- 
ever, the latter parasite is at present known to occur only in’ Russia, 
Poland and Switzerland. All full-grown fishes sold in the shops as . 
food are liable to contain entozoa. 


A Costly Telescope.—M. Camille Flammarion, of. Paris,-has re- 
cently published a number of articles. to prove that the moon is inhab- 
ited, and is now organizing a committee to collect. the necessary funds 
to construct.a refracting telescope of sufficient power to see them. He 
calculates the cost of the instrument at one million frar.c: cs.— Scientific 
American. 
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An Exhibition of Recent Inventions.—An interesting exhi- 
bition of new apparatus was recently made at the rooms of the Royal 
Society, London. Amongthem were: The Mechanical Chameleon, 
to show the mixture of two colors in any proportion. A large Holtz 
electric machine (by Ladd), consisting of twelve rotary and twelve sta- 
tionary plates, thirty inches diameter. A micro-spectroscope with im- 
provements: (1) quick movement of the slide carrying the slit; (2) 
scale for registering position of slit; (3) arrangement for composing 
three spectra and for splitting a single spectrum ; (4) new form of com- 
parison stage made by Mr. A. Hilger. A dynamic-electric machine, 
speed 800 revolutions ; power 1.75 horse-power required to work it; 
effect 1,200 candles’ light, exhibited by Siemens Brothers. The tele- 
phone harp, with visible records of sounds through vacuum tubes. 
Apparatus for showing figures in light from vibrations caused by sound. 
A new metallic thermometer. An apparatus for the automatic regis- 
tration of the number of hours of sunlight; and finally, the phonograph 
exhibited by Mr. Preece.—Amer. Jnventor. 


‘ 


Formation of Whirlwinds.—In Herbert’s recent communica- 
tion to the French Academy, he has laid special stress upon the influ-. 
ence of the land configurations, and especially of the mountains and 
valleys, upon the great movements of the atmosphere. He comes to. 
the conclusion that all the cyclones which visit Europe from the Atlantic 
Ocean originate in the American mountains. Many years ago Profes-. 
sor Henry indicated the region of the Saskatchawan as a prominent 
cradle of storms. More recent communications to the American Phi- 
losophical Society, based partly upon the observations of the Signal 
Service Bureau, and partly upon special meteorological records at San 
Francisco and at Barbadoes, have shown that there are two other im- 
portant centres of extensive atmospheric disturbance—one in the neigh- 
borhood of Colorado, and another in the West India islands.—/ournal™ 
of Franklin Institute. 


A Delicate Test for Arsenic.—If any salt or compound of ar- 
senic be put on a fibre of asbestos, and brought into the reducing point 
of a Bunsen burner, in which a little of the air has been cut off below, 
and a white china dish containing cold water held above the flame, the 
arsenious acid will be deposited as an invisible white film. This is 
moistened with a little neutral solution of silver nitrate, and then a trace 
of ammonia gas blown upon it from the stopper of an ammonia bottle. 
If any arsenic is present, a beautiful yellow color results, if antimony it 
is black, if both the black spot has a yellow border. On touching it 
with a drop of ammonia the yellow disappears, but the black remains. 
— Boston Journal of Chemistry. 


A New Blasting Agent.—In Stockholm the following receipt has. 
been given for a new blasting agent: In wooden or gutta-percha vessels. 
5 to 20 parts sugar or molasses are ground with 25 to 30 parts nitric 
acid, and 50 to 75 parts sulphuric acid. Of this mixture 25 to 50 parts 
are mixed with 15 to 35 parts nitrate of potassium and 15 to 35 parts. 
cellulose. The agent is called nitrolin.—J2. 
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‘PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 


After-Pains.—I have not given a dose of opium for this .purpose 
for ten years, and find that I get along much better without than;with 
it. .In-the olden time, I prescribed five-grain doses of diaphoretic 
powder, and usually had milk fever, loss of appetite and- constipation 
to. look after. - Now,’ the ah in the sae case is: 

R Tincture aconite... bei ddaeb . gtt. v. 

Vincture myerotys. t. Xx. 

Water... * webadesss #eideldbees iv. 
A teaspoonful every one, two or pn hours, as onan Strange to 
say, there is no fever, irritation or other unpleasantness; and though 
the paim is not at once arrested, it is mitigated, and after a reasonable 
time stops. Involution of the uterus goes on better; and I think with 
a better recovery.. In some cases the viburnum will be found the 
better remedy, and in others, where there is also abdominal pains; nux 
may be occasionally required. I think a trial of these methods will 
give satisfaction.—Lclectic Medical Journal. 

[Dr. H. E. Hurst, of Alabama, says that he has found citric acid in 
five-grain doses every two to three hours to be an efficient remedy in 
after-pains. The modus operandi he does not profess to understand, 
but the fact that it gives relief he has often observed.—En. Rec. ] 


Herpes Circinatus, or Ring-worm.—An obstinate case of the 
above (Eclectic Medical Journal), of eight months’ standing, was cured 
by the following : 

RK Fowler’s solution of arsenic 
PTW POUNODN so <2ciss0\.0 0) 0:6 0'0's 40's o(0:0s16.p wid. 0p 9 ae 
Ui akbitbsceceVepemasecrpisesntemee: Mike 

Dose, a teaspoonful four times a day. In addition to the above 

treatment, gave for external application : 


BR Citrine ointment..,........... .-..0ne part, 
Simple cerate....................three parts, 


Bleeding Hemorrhoids.—Dr. J. C. Peters (New York Medical 
Journal) says he has used the tincture of hamamelis internally. He 
preferred a tincture made of the plant and leaves. One patient, suffer- 
ing from bleeding hemorrhoids for six or eight years, was cured with 
it after other rentedies proved valueless. The patient was a lady, who 
would not allow any examination. He gave from 3j. to Ziij. of the 
tincture three times a day. 


Bromo-Hydrate of Quinine as an Antipyretic.—Esquerdo 
and Cahis (Independ.: Med. and Courrier Med.) found this salt reduce 
‘the ‘temperature in typhoid fever four to six degrees Fahr., given in 
doses of fifty to seventy centigrammes (seven to ten grains.) It has 
also been used in phthisis.— Ze Doctor, 

6 
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Hair-Dyes.—A dark-brown color may be imparted to hair by va: 
rious methods. The following are among the best, and are altogether 
harmless : 

1. One part of pyrogallic acid is dissolved in a mixture of two parts of 
eau de cologne and 38 parts of distilled water. The hair having been 
freed from fatty matters by luke-warm soap-suds, it is well moistened 
with the above solution every other day, and, when dry, faintly an- 
nointed with hair-oil. 

2. 10 parts of fresh walnut-leaves (juglans regia), gathered in July, 
are digested for two days, under frequent stirring, with twenty parts of 
alcohol and 20 of water. The liquid is removed and expressed, filtered, 
and ‘concentrated to a syrup over a gentle heat. 10 parts of the re- 
sulting brownish-black syrup are diluted with 15 parts of alcohol and 5 
parts of water, and perfumed according to fancy. The hair having been 
freed from fat in the usual manner, it is moistened with the dye, brushed 
well with a soft brush, and afterwards oiled. 


Burns.—Take 440 grammes (6790 troy grains) of very clear glue 
broken into small pieces, and soften it in a litre (2 pints 14% fluid 
drachms, apoth.) of cold water; then place in a water-bath and dis- 
solve the glue, to which add 60 grammes (926 troy grains) of glycer- 
ine, and 22 grammes (339% tr. grs.) of phenic acid. Continue the 
evaporation until a brilliant pellicle is formed upon the surface of the 
mixture. Upon cooling, this forms an elastic mass, which must be 
liquefied by heat whenever it is desired to use it. It is to be applied 
by means of a large hair pencil, and in less than two minutes a bril- 
liant, flexible and almost transparent layer is obtained.—Apothek. Zet- 
tung. 


For Dyspepsia.—Dr. Jas. Case, of Georgia, writes : 

‘* Having seen in the last number of your excellent journal, page. 35, 
a prescription for dyspepsia, I would like to say that I have for many 
years used with wonderful success, in dyspepsia, the following prescrip- 
tion : 


RB Acid hydro-cyan., dil 
Bismuth sub-nit 
Tinct. cascarilla 
Infus. oe 

M.S. Shake well. 


‘* Take one tablespoonful three times daily, before each meal.” 


Pulmonary Alterative Pills.—Dr. Q. C. Smith, in Pac. Med. 
and Surg. Journal, recommends : ; 
Kk Hypophosphite of quinia...... 16 grains 
Todide of Geleaia.” 1 P BS 
Sulphide of lime... “s 


Ext. of nux vomica............ 2 
Mix. Make sixteen pills. To be sugar-coated. 


One pill to be taken three times a day. 


Spirits of Nitre Poisonous.—A case of fatal poisoning is re- 
ported in a child two years old from drinking three ounces of the sweet 
spirits of nitre. Symptoms : vomiting, followed by dilated pupils, col- 
lapse, stertorous breathing, insensibility and death. ‘ 
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Gonorrhcea.—Bauer’s method of treating gonorrhoea—based upon 
the theory that it is purely a local disease, the protecting layer of epi- 
thelium being thrown off, and the epithelial cells converted into pus 
cells and discharged, leaving the mucous membrane exposed—is simply 
the use of a bland injection, which. is followed by immediate relief to 
the pain, and usually results in a cure in about six days as follows. 

R Inf. flax seed Zz vj. 
Watery ext. opium gtts. xviij. M. 

To be injected ‘warm every three hours and retained for a few mi- 
nutes. 


Alopecia or Baldness.—So called from the Greek word alopex, 
a fox, which is said to be subject to the disease. When the hair falls out 
as a result of disease the following is recommended as a good applica- 
tion : 
Rk Glycerine 
Tinct. cantharidis................. : 
Cologne water 
‘To be applied at night. 
As an ointment, use Dupuytren’s Pommade, the basis of which is 
acetate of lead with tinct. cantharidis. 


Hawk-Weed.—This is a species of Heracium, nat. fam. Compo- 
site. That which most generally bears this name, and the only one 
which appears to be used in domestic practice, is Hzeractum venosum L., 
also called Rattlesnake-weed, Stripped Blood-wort, Veinyleaved Hawk-weed. 
Both the roots and the leaves are used. The juice of the fresh leaves 
is said to be efficacious for removing warts. The powdered leaves and 
root have been used as a snuff, combined with powdered bloodroot, in 
polypus of the nose.—U. S. Dispens. 


Cough Mixture.—In any severe cough, where the tongue is red 
or the throat sore, the following is recommended by Dr, Powell, of 
London : 


R  Potassii chloratis 5 
Morph, -muriatis................ grs.ij. 
Glycerins ............ Ie 3 88. 
SHFOPIL wv issvvevesevovvecssece 5 iijss. M 
Dose one teaspoonful. 


Lactopeptine.— 
S ounces. 
6 ounces. 
Veget. ptyalin or diastase . drachms. 
Lactic acid 5 fl. drachms, 
Hydrochloric acid....... 5 fl. “ 
‘Sugar of mik 40 ounces. M 


Syrup of Chloral.— 
R Chloral 80 grains 
Distilled water......: 249.6 minims. 
Simple syrup, q.s. ad..... 499.2 
A United States fluid drachm, oF sixty minims od this would contain 


9.6 grains of chloral,. 
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-For Frosted: Feet-and Hands.— 
RB Almond oil 
Beeswakx...........2-00 ; 
Spermaceti........ Reb ishte 
Peruvian balsam..... 
Cone. muriatic acid... 


Paresi’s Hemostatic Collodion.— 


RK  Officinal collodion 100.00 gmm. 
Carbolic acid (pure) 10.00 “* 
Tannic acid 5 


M. secund. art. 


Tinctura Saponis Viridis.—This preparation, which is used in 
some of the public dispensaries of New York City, as an application in 
certain skin diseases, is made after the following formula : 


kK Green soap. 
Alcohol 


Tinctura Saponis Viridis Co., used for similar purposes, con- 
tains : 
Kk Green soap 
Alcohol. 
Oil of cade 


Spermatorrhcea.— 


‘BR . Bromide sodium 1 ounce. - 
FI. ext. ergot 1} ounce. 
Camphor water 4 ounces. M. 
Dose two teaspoonsful at bed time. 


Esmarch’s Treatment of Cancer. —Fowler’s solution, one 
drop three times a day for three days, then increase the dose by one 
drop every three days till intolerance of the remedy follows. Apply the 
following locally : 

Acid arsenious and morphia muriate, each.... 0,250 gmm. 
Calomel 2,00 oi 
“ M. 

At first sprinkle only a little upon the ulcer, gradually increasing ‘the 
quantity to a teaspoonful. This overcomes the odor, causes a hard 
eschar to form, and healthy granulations take place. —Mich. Med.. News. 


Shock.—In the Va. Med. Monthly, Dr. A, McGuire recommends 
quinine to cinchonism:to prevent shock from severe surgical operations. 
A gentleman to’ whom: he had given gr. xv. of:quinine the day of 
the injury suffered amputation two hours after the injury without’ show- 
ing any shock.—Zol. Med. Journ. 


Peach Leaves as an Anti-Emetic.— 
RB Peach leaves a handful. 
Boiling water. 1 pint. : 
Cool.and'strain, . Give one.teaspoonful every: half hour. - 
We have seen violent and persistent vomiting relieved-by this remedy, 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


The above fociety is in a flourishing condition, but no reports have 
been published in our Journal for some time, by reason of unavoidable 
absence of: the Reporter from the meetings. The Society will hereafter 
assemble in the beautiful and commodious hall of the Academy of Sci- 
ence, on Mitchell street. 

The officers of the Society, elected for the present year are the follow- 
ing: T. 8S. Powell, M.D., President; J. J. Knott, M.D., First Vice-Pres- 
ident; J. C. Olmstead, M.D., Second Vice-President; R.C. Word, M.D., 
Reporter; A. R. Alley, M.D., Secretary. Time of meeting, first and 
third Monday nights of each month. 


SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The Board of Trustees of the Southern Medical College met in Atlanta 
on the 12th inst., and was duly organized by electing as officers of the 
Board T.:‘S. Powell, M.D., President ; Rev. J. J. Toon. Vice-President ; 
R:.C. Word, M.D., Secretary; and Judge S. B. Hoyt, Treasurer. 

A Constitution and By-Laws were adopted ; a Finance and Building 
Committee appointed, and the Treasurer directed to open books for the 
procurement of stock. The Building and Finance Committee was in- 
structed to select suitable ground and estimate the cost of a proper build- 
ing, and report to the Board as early as possible. The Treasurer was 
authorized, by himself and his appointed Agents, to solicit donations for 
the Institution. 


All correspondence in relation to this Institution may be addressed to 
the Secretary of the Board. 


THE NEW CALIFORNIA REMEDIES. 


Some time:ago.an article appeared in a Western journal which reflect- 
ed upon certain of the. new remedies from California which are being 
introduced to the profession by Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co. The article 
was calculated to destroy confidence in these new agents, and to injure 
seriously the enterprising drug firm which has expended much labor 
and invested largely in the work of introducing these medicines to the 
public. It was stated that the remedies were introduced under fictitious 
names, &c., and the impression made that they were of little value. It 
now appears, however, that the editor of the journal referred to, in a 
recent article, complains that the views. of the writer were misinter- 
preted. The names used are the Spanish names of the medicines, well 
understood in that country. He.concedes that the medicines possess 
valuable medicinal properties. 


THE PLAGUE_IN RUSSIA. . 


A disease. of appalling fatality has broken out in Eastern Europe, 
which has ‘spread alarm and consternation on the Volga river and in 
Southeastern Russia, Rigid. quarantine has been established against : 
Aatvakan, where it originated, but the panic-stricken inhabitants of that 
city-are fleeing and scattering the infeedion in all difections, 
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THE PHYSICIANS OF VICKSBURG. 


Through the kindness of a medical friend, we have a copy of the 
Herald, of Vicksburg, (date January 26), in which is published a beau- 
tiful and touching address by the physicians of the place relative to the 
trying ordeal through which they passed during the prevalence of the 
yellow fever. Weregret that our space will not admit of its publication 
entire; but our readers can write for a copy, which, as it contains also a 
list of the.deaths from the disease in nearly every place upon the river, 
will doubtless be valued by many. ; 

The address portrays in eloquent terms the terrors of the epidemic, 
the noble and self-sacrificing work of the Howard Association, of the 
nurses, and the resident and visiting physicians, with appropriate allu- 
sion to the charities from neighboring towns and cities, the promptness 
and extent of which prevented the horrors of famine, which otherwise 
would have been superadded to those of the plague—“ showing us in very 
deed to be one people, with one interest from sea to sea ;’’ and in regard 
to the noble response for physicians and nurses from abroad, it is re- 
marked: ‘That charitable persons with money are willing to give it 
in the cause of suffering humanity, is not astonishing; but that men 
and women ¢an be found bold enough voluntarily to encounter the storm 
of death, that for two long months raged in every part of our city, is 
wonderful—its staggers belief. .And we doubt if any other country on 
the wide earth can produce its parallel. In obedience to this call caine 
about thirty doctors, and numerous nurses, many of them never having 
had yellow fever. Of these, Drs. Sappington, Barber, Norris, Blick- 
feldt, Roach, Happoldt, Blackman, Potts and Glass died. In our own 
county, Drs. Leatch, Nesmith, Birdsong and Monette were taken off.’ 
Reference is also made to the deaths ‘‘of Drs. Z. T. Woodruff, D. W. 
Booth, P. F. Whitehead and J. R. Hicks. Reverently and tenderly we 
record their names—ours to love and regret, but for a commonwealth to 
mourn.”? 

The address concludes as follows: ‘To all our friends who have gone 
before us—let us hope to a better land—we would say most sincerely, 
we have missed you on the street, we have missed you at the bed-side, 
we have missed you everywhere. 

“And when the festive board is again spread, 

We will miss our loved dead, 

And will quaff in deepest silence, 

The fullest draft to their remembrance.” 

Signed by— C. J. MITCHEL!M, M.D. 

E. T. HENRY, M.D. 
J. R. BARNETT, M.D. 
E. G. BANKS, M.D. 
J. M. HUNT, M.D. 
T. G. BIRCHETT, M.D. 
S. D. ROBBINS, M.D. 
W. T. BALFOOR, M.D. 
R. O'LEARY, M.D. 


A BILL T0 ESTABLISH A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH. 


The preamble to the bill lately enacted by Congress relating to the - 
public health is as follows: 

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be estab- 
lished at the seat of government of the United States a Department of 
Health, the general design and duties of which shall be to acquire and 
diffuse among the people of the United States useful information on 
subjects connected with the public health ; to direct the establishment 
and management of efficient sanitary and quarantine systems and _reg- 
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ulations throughout the several States and Territories of the United 
States; to supervise the Marine Hospital Service, and to organize and 
direct a corps of sanitary engineers competent to superintend all public 
works so far as their construction may affect the public health.” 

The second section authorizes the appointment by the President of a 
Director General of Health, as Chief Executive Officer of Health Depart- 
ment, whose duties pertain to the regulation of the Marine Hospital 
Service, the management of quarantines, the arrangement of census 
tables with reference to registration and statistics of births, deaths, mar- 
riages, procuring information in regard to climatic, meteorological, geo- 
logical and other conditions affecting the public health. 

The salary of this officer is seven thousand five hundred dollars. 

The bill provides also for subordinate officers in the Department, con- 
sisting of clerk, chemist, engineers, experts, etc. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
[CIRCULAR.] 
Charleston, S. C., December, 4, 1878, 


The undersigned, a Committee of the Medical Society of South Caro- 
lina, beg leave respectfully to submit to your consideration the accom- 
panying Resolutions, passed at the regular meeting of the Society, on 
October Ist, 1878, and solicit contributions for the ol,ject therein stated. 

The cause is one which appeals not to members of the Medical Profes- 
sion alone, but to all charitably disposed persons, who admire, and are 
willing to reward self-sacrificing devotion and heroism in aid of sick and 

suffering humanity. FRANCIS L. PARKER, M.D., President. 
J. L. ANCRUM, M. D., Vice-President. 
W. H. BAILEY, M.D,., Secretary. 
H. W. DESAUSSURE, M.D., JR., Treasurer 
R. A. KINLOCH, M.D. 

Resolved, 1. That the action of the Medical Society of the County of 
New York in raising a fund for the aid of the families of Physicians who 
have fallen, or may fall, victims to the epidemic of Yellow Fever 
meets with our warmest approval, and calls for our earliest co-operation. 

Resolved, 2. That a Committee be appointed, composed of the Offi- 
cers of this Society, to solicit contributions from our members, and the 
members of our Profession generally, or from any other persons who 
may be disposed to aid in this noble charity. 

Resolved, 3. That the funds so raised, as also a copy of these Resolu- 
tions, be forwarded, as soon as practicable, to the President of the New 
York County Society, Dr. J. C. PETERS. 

ses Please subscribe, induce your friends to do so, and remit per ex- 
press or P. O. money order. 

Funds may be forwarded to Dr. H. A. DESAUSSURE, of Charleston, 
8. C., or directly to Dr. J.C. PETERS, President of the Medical Society 
ofthe County of New York, 83 Madison Avenue, which Society has 
taken noble action in this good work. 


LOCALS. 


PHOSPHORIZED Cop LiIveR O1n.—See advertisement of the above 
combination from the reliable and enterprising house of BILLINGS 
CiapP & Co., Boston. 

ALLAIRE WooDWARD & Co.—See their new advertisement in the pre- 
sent no. of our journal. This is a safe house, vigorous and enterprising 
business men. 

Wm. R..WARNER & Co.. of Philadelphia, have a new advertisement 
in sie won number of our journal. Large establishment, extensive ma- 
nufacturers and high reputation as business men. 


-. WESLYAN ADVOCATE.—This excellent paper is published in Macon, 
Ga., by J. W. BuRKE & Co. See advertisement, 

























































































































































































































- MeMikal; A. B. McWhorter; J. G. 





























a ea Se LEIS BG LEESON MRA ERLE ATTEN BRIO AMORA BPS PM hal 


86 SOUTHERN MEDICAL Recorb. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


PHYSIOLOGY. Preliminary Course of Lectures by JAMES T.. WuI- 
TAKER, M.A. M.D., Professor of Physiology and Clinical Medicine at 
the Good Samaritan Hospita), etec.—On the influence of physiology 
upon practice ; on the conservation of force; on the origin of life and 
the evolutions ofits forms; and on protoplasm, bone, muscle, nerve 
and blood; 288 pages, illustrated.—Cincinnati, Cuancy R. MURRAY, 
103 W. Sixth street, 1879. 

This is an admirable work in which the popular and learned Prof. 
Whitaker presents ‘‘ the foundation facts and principles upon which the 
steady edifice of physiology is built.’’ It should be read by both student 
and practitioner. 


DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS, A Manual of the Comparative Semlio- 
logy of the more important Diseases, by F. DEHAVILLAND HALL, 
M.D., Assistant Physician to the Westminster Hospital, London. 
American edition with extensive additions.—Philadelphia, D. G. 
BRINTON, 115 Second street, 1879. 

A volume of 200 pages in which diagnostic points of diseases are given 
in a well-defined, comprehensive plan; presented in tabular method 
from which comparisons may be most was f drawn, and correct conclu- 
sions deduced. It isan eminently practical and useful work. 


ScRIBNER’S MONTHLY MAGAZINE is among the best and most hand- 
somely illustrated literary journals in the world. | It is filled with solid 
inatter on religious and other topics, and has a corps of the best story 
writers in the country. It is the very magazine for the lady of the doc- 
tor’s house. Scribner & Co., New York. 


St. NicHoLAs is the Child’s Magazine, and is unrivaled in its beauty 
and the finish of its illustrations and stories. The boys and girls prize 
it as the prettiest and nicest gift that can be tendered. Subscribe for it. 
Seribner & Co., New York. 


RECEIPTED. 1878.—N. B. Richards; A. F. Pound; A. A. Lyon; W. T. Kendall; J. 
B. Payne; Geo. Redwood; J. B. Bailey; B. F. Phipps; C. H. Smith; J. E. Pope; R. 
D. Jackson; W. N. Ames; J. M. Pinkston; 8S. L. Dement.—1878 and 1879 : R. H, War- 
ren; W. K. Jones; J. W. Butts.—1879 : E. A. Cox; L. K. Branch; W.S8, Glass; J: A 
Callum; D.8. Williams; L. V. Weathers; J. N. Wadsworth, 6 months; E. W. Flem- 
ming; D. B, Hamilton;’A. A. Hill; B. R. Doster; T. 8. Parham ; 8. G. Hart ; F. 8. Wis- 
dom; J. W. Hill; J. A. Williams, to June; J. M. Stansill; D. R. Fox; L. B. Bouchelle; 
E. H. Sherrell ; H.T. Shiell, 6 months ; T. B. Calling; Robert Kells ; W.C. Jones; L. P’ 
Coyner; Preston Pond; John Riches; John Gerdine; A. R. Wellborn, 6 months; J. 
A. Hayes; J. E. Martin; 8. M. Hogan; B. F. Darnell; M. K. Harrison ; W.J. dett ; 
J.S. Sanders; A. A. Lyon; J.S. Bacon; L. Alison; J. R. Johnson; H. A. Hurst; C. F. 
Rodgers; T. D. Penn; A. G. Hobbs; T. L. Quillian; J. W. Thomas; J. 6. arts Dr. 

J McCrary ; W..B. King; Ue! ist Stephens; J.A; Hollo- 
way. J. k. Pou, 78; J. M. Boring; J. T. Stephens. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


8@The solubility of CoATED PILLs is a matter of very great importance to the 
physician who may desire to prescribe those of Quinine and other medicines offensive 
to the taste and smell. Various experiments from different sources have demonstra- 
ted the fact that the Sugar-Coated pills prepared by WM. R. WARNER & Co. are the 
most soluble and reliable in this respect, Those containing Quinine are made of 
material and full ee as demonstrated by chemical analyses. These facts were 
established by LEROY M. YALE, M.D., of New York, and A. B. LYONS, Analytical 
Chemist, Detroit, and others. And the well-known reputation of the House is a suffi- 
cient guarantee. 


B@-CASCARA SAGRADO is the Spanish name of a tree indigenous to northern Cali- 
fornia and Oregon, known botanically as Rhamnus Purshiana. The bark of this tree 
has long been used on the Pacific coast among the Indians and old Spanish residents, 
as a remedy for habitual constipation and other disorders of the alimentary canal. 
1ts reputation among the inhabitants of this seclion and the reports of physicians who 
have used it, has induced hundreds of physicians throughout the United States and 
Canada to test the new remedy in their practice, the need of a reliable corrective in 
the most intractable of all complaints, habitual constipation, being universally felt. 
‘rhe testimony of these physicians has been so pronounced in favor of the new remedy, 
and the resulting demand for it has been so great, that we have found it very difficult 
to obtain sufficient of the drug to supply our many orders. Many physiclans write 
to us that they must have the Uascara at any price, as it has proved invalvable in their 
practice, PARKE, DAVIS & Co., Manufacturing Chemists, Cincinnati, Ohio. 











